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UPCOMING SERVICES:
Apr. 2nd - Easter Monday
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
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Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
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My dear People:
He is risen! The Lord is risen indeed! Many apologies for getting this issue of 

The Centurion out a bit late. With the incredible busyness of Passiontide, Holy 
Week, and Easter I just plain ran out of time. Needless to say my family being in a 
automobile accident on Palm Sunday did not help things either. (Thank you all, by 
the way, for your care and concern for us on the occasion of the crash! We really 
love and appreciate our church family!!) Our Holy Week services were not as well 
attended this year due to various reasons, but they were splendid nonetheless. The 
Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services are special gems that should be 
attended by all at least from time to time. If you missed them this year do try to 
come next year. You won’t be disappointed! All of that being said, our Easter 
services were extremely well attended, and we had a record number of visitors at 
both services. How did that happen? Not because of fancy advertising, but rather 
because of good old fashioned “word of mouth.” Parishioners took it upon 
themselves to invite friends and family to St. Alban’s, and so those people were able 
to offer their praises to God and hear the Gospel —the “good news”— of Jesus 
Christ. Thank you all for inviting friends and family to St. Alban’s for Easter! You 
can invite whomever you want at any time of year. They will always be welcome. 
This is how we introduce people to Jesus. We share with them our life of fellowship 
and worship, and invite them to come and see what we do. As I’ve said before, we 
shouldn’t assume that certain people would have no interest in Jesus Christ and in 
St. Alban’s Church, and therefore that we shouldn’t bother to invite them. Who are 
we to say that? In New Testament times a lot of people probably thought that 
becoming a Christian was the last thing that Saul of Tarsus would do. But he did 
convert and then went on —as Paul the Apostle— to spread the good news of Jesus 
to much of the Roman world! That so many of you have invited friends and family 
to visit St. Alban’s in recent months (not just at Easter, but even before it) is very 
encouraging to me because it indicates that people here are really excited about our 
church and about what God is doing in and through us. Keep extending the 
invitations… even if we have nothing special going on. There are gobs of people out 
there who are looking for a church just like St. Alban’s, but they’ll never know we’re 
here until someone tells them. Our next big event is the episcopal visit from 
suffragan (assistant) bishop Chandler “Chad” Holder Jones, SSC. Bishop Jones will 
be here on Whitsunday —Pentecost— to celebrate Holy Communion, preach, 
administer the sacrament of confirmation, and receive new members. We will have 
a number of people being confirmed and received that day, so it should be an 
excellent time. An light reception will follow the service. So please be absolutely, 
one hundred percent sure to be here that day.  May God richly bless each and every 
one fo you now and always!
Faithfully, your priest,
J. Gordon Anderson
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HISTORICAL THEOLOGY:  Are Anglicans Catholics?

The rector once ran into a Roman Catholic priest who 
said to him, “If you all at St. Alban’s ever decide to become 
Catholic…” something, something, something. I forget 
what exactly we were originally talking about. But I do 
remember his comment about “becoming Catholic.”

He was, of course, assuming that we as Anglicans are 
not Catholic Christians, which is the official position of 
the Roman Catholic Church. Now some of you may be 
thinking, “Yeah, so what? We are not Catholic. We are 
Anglican. What’s the big deal” The big deal is that if we 
have a major problem if we are not Catholic Christians, 
because Christ established just one Church. As we say in 
the Creed this Church is One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic. (BCP p. 291) If we are not part of that Church 
then we are not part of Christ! Instead we are part of just 
another religious sect that has its origins in man rather 
than in the god-man, Jesus Christ. As it says in the 
Catechism of the Prayer Book, “The Church is the Body 
of which Jesus Christ is the Head, and all baptized people 
are the members.” (p. 290) At the time of the Reformation 
the Church in England simply rejected the authority of 
the papacy. At no time was a “new church” formed.

The main reasons why the Rome does not recognize 
Anglicans as being “Catholic” are as follows. 1) We are not 
in communion with the Bishop of Rome (the pope) and do 
not believe him to be the infallible head of the Church —
the “vicar of Christ”— here on earth. The Roman Church 
quite wrongly assumes that one must be in communion 
with the pope to be a Catholic. 2) They say that we do not 
have a “valid” ministry. That is to say, our bishops, priests, 
and deacons are not that in the “Catholic” sense of the 
words. Our “holy orders” are defective, and incomplete. 3) 
And finally, they say that we do not have valid sacraments 
(which relates to the previous question) and that we do 
not teach the Catholic and Apostolic faith in its fullness. 
That being said, it should be noted that these are the 
“official” positions of the Church. Privately, many Roman 
Catholics —from laity all the way to high ranking prelates, 
including, reportedly, Pope Francis himself— do believe 
Anglicans to be fellow Catholics.

The Anglican response to these accusations has always 
been as follows. 1) Being in communion with the Bishop of 
Rome does not define being Catholic. The Orthodox 
Churches of the east are acknowledged by Rome as being 
fully Catholic, and yet they are not in communion with 
the papacy, and in fact vigorously denounce many aspects 
of it! (And Roman Dogma too.) 2) The Preface to the 
Ordinal of the Book of Common Prayer (p. 529) clearly 
indicates that the Church of England (and the bodies 
descended from her) clearly intended to continue the 

ancient ministries of the Church that existed since the 
time of the Apostles. In the encyclical letter Apostolicae 
curae issued by Pope Leo XIII in 1896 our orders were 
declared “absolutely null and utterly void” because of 
several supposed defects in the ordination rites. The 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York issued a famous 
response called Saepius Officio in which they exposed the 
faulty reasoning and bad arguments used by the papal 
commission which (by a very close vote) voted to not 
recognize our orders. One of the main problems they 
pointed out was that in denouncing Anglican Orders 
because the rite was missing an arcane medieval tradition 
(the “Tradition of the Instruments”) the commission 
unwittingly ended up denouncing Roman and Orthodox 
Orders as well, as said tradition was not found in the 
Roman Rite before the 10th century, and was never part of 
the Orthodox Rites! 3) Finally, with regard to their third 
claim, having a valid priesthood obviously means that the 
sacraments that are offered are valid. In terms of teaching 
the Catholic faith —which is to say, the faith of the 
undivided Church, without Roman additions or 
Protestant subtractions— one can easily point to periods 
of Anglican history when the leaders of the Church(es) 
were less than faithful in proclaiming Catholic doctrine 
and morality. But this was people teaching their own 
private interpretation of the faith rather than being 
faithful to the tradition of the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Sacred Scriptures, the latter as interpreted by the 
faith of the ancient, undivided Church.

So, simply put, we do not accept Rome’s claims about 
Anglicanism in general or about Anglican Churches such 
as the Anglican Province of America in particular. While 
some have said that Rome is actually not “Catholic” 
because she has gone too far by adding to the ancient 
deposit of faith, that is probably a bit of an exaggeration. 
The great Anglican theologian Richard Hooker wrote in 
his Ecclesiastical Polity that the Roman Catholic Church is a 
branch of Christ’s One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church. We just do not go so far as to say that she is the 
sum total of it.

Our branch of the Catholic Church, though small, is 
indeed a living and thriving part of Christ’s mystical Body. 
(And though the APA is small the population of Anglicans 
worldwide amounts to the third largest communion of 
Christians in the world after the Roman and Orthodox 
churches!) We are therefore Catholic Christians… not 
Papalist, Roman Catholics but Anglican Catholics, with a 
theology and ethos firmly rooted in the Bible and the 
Patristic Tradition, affirmed by the English Reformers, and 
embodied in the worship and tradition of the Book of 
Common Prayer. ✠



VOLUME VIII, NUMBER IV APRIL 2018

PAGE �3

MINISTRY: An Update from Seminarian Mason Waldhauser

Easter Saturday, April 7, 2018 

Dear Friends,

Today as I write is my last day of spring break, and I fly back to campus this evening. It was a blessing to worship 
at St. Alban’s on Easter Monday and to be back home in Baltimore with my family. It was an intense Holy Week on 
campus! They cancelled classes because of all the hours of chapel time, both in services and rehearsals. It was a 
powerful week, and extremely beautiful. We had an Easter Vigil (pictured below) which over a hundred people from the 
community attended, and the chapel looked stunning with all the candles and flowers.

I had a lot of sacristan duties during those three days leading up to Easter, but I still felt really freed up to worship. 
It was actually a very impactful couple days for me, and the services really bridged the gap between concept and reality. 
The resurrection felt more immediate to me, and I felt a different kind of gladness than I had previous Easters. I 
wonder if it was because of the two deaths we had experienced on campus earlier in the year that this message of life 
beyond the grave struck a chord.

Classes have been going well. My car died last month, and I’m still figuring out what my game plan is there. I have 
had a good amount of time for extracurricular reading, and just finished “The Cloud of Unknowing,” a medieval English 
book on contemplative prayer. Prayer has been my favorite topic lately, which my classmates have noticed from my 
sermons in preaching class.

I only have a month left before this first year of seminary is up. Two more years to go after this. It will be a strange 
summer without my Wisconsin friends and the daily rhythm of life on campus. Looking forward to Sundays with you 
all again, and rejoicing with you all in our Lord’s resurrection, have a Happy Easter! ✠ 

In all Christian love, 
Mason Waldhauser 
mwaldhauser@nashotah.edu 
(410) 967-3264 
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PARISH NEWS & UPDATES: Please note these important items!

Episcopal Visit and Confirmations 
Suffragan Bishop Chandler Holder Jones, SSC, will be at 
St. Alban’s on Whitsunday, May 20th for our annual 
episcopal visitation, to receive new members, and to 
administer the sacrament of Confirmation. He will be at 
both services. A light reception will follow the 10:00 a.m. 
service.

Collection for Deacon Tyler Phass: 
Our former curate, the Rev’d Dcn. Tyler Phass, will be 
ordained to the sacred order of priests by our bishop, the 
Most Rev’d Walter H. Grundorf, D.D., on Saturday, May 
26th at St. Pauls Church in Melbourne, Florida. We would 
like to present him with a gift from St. Alban’s, his home 
parish. During Eastertide we’ll be collecting financial 
donations for Dcn. Phass. If you’d like to donate 
something to his ordination fund please drop a check in 
the offering plate with “Tyler Phass” in the memo line. Let 
Fr. Anderson know if you have any questions.

Car Needed 
Our seminarian, Mason Waldhauser, is in need of a 
serviceable car. His Subaru died recently so he is without a 
vehicle in the wilds of Wisconsin. If anyone has an old car 
they’d be willing to donate to Mason please let the rector 
know. 

Ecclesia Magazine is Reborn 
Ecclesia Anglicana, the official bi-monthly newsletter of 
the Anglican Province of America is back in print. It 
contains stories from around the province here in the 
United States and abroad. Free copies are available in the 
parish hall and online.

New Bishop 
In accordance with church canons, the House of Bishops 
of the Anglican Province of America has nominated the 
Very Rev’d David Haines, Vicar General of Global 
Partnerships (missions) to be our very first missionary 
bishop. The Standing Committees of each diocese 
assented to his nomination and election, and Fr. Haines 
will be consecrated at diocesan synod in Charlotte, NC 
this summer. Bishop-Elect Haines has worked tirelessly to 
support the mission work of the diocese over the years 
and has traveled to India, the Philippines, Haiti, Ecuador, 
and other places many times to minister to those 
communities. His main ministry as bishop, though, will be 

to Haiti and Ecuador where there are no native bishops to 
confirm and ordain. Please pray for Fr. Haines as he 
embarks on this new phase of his ministry. Bishop 
Grundorf ’s full announcement of this will be posted on 
the diocesan bulletin board in the parish hall.

Kitchen Cleaning 
Please have a look around the countertops in the kitchen 
when you can and pick up any dishes or utensils that 
you’ve brought for parties and other events. The kitchen is 
a very “visible” part of the church so we need to keep it as 
clean and clutter free as possible. Thanks for your help 
with this.

Celebration Walk - Saturday, May 12th 
St. Alban's will be participating this year in the annual 
Amanda Hichkad Celebration Walk at John Carroll 
School that raises funds to support the free services 
provided by Cancer LifeNet (“CLN") to cancer patients 
and their caregivers in the community. CLN's many 
services including counseling by oncology social workers 
and nurse navigators, financial counseling, nutrition 
classes, the CLIMB children's program, yoga, theLook 
Good Feel Better program, support groups, exercise 
classes, reiki, acupuncture, group meditation, mindfulness 
meditation class, master gardening class, and more. The 
link is another way to access our page for Team St. Alban’s. 
All registration fees and donations will benefit CLN.  
http://givetoday.uchfoundation.org/goto/SaintAlbans
Please contact Kristi Sjoholm-Sierchio with any questions 
you may have.

Yard Sale - Saturday, October 6th 
You may now bring in items for our 50/50 yard sale 
scheduled for October 6th. Everything will be sold for $0.50 
so please bear that in mind in terms of what you bring in. 
Half of the proceeds will go to Cancer LifeNet.  

Standing Notices: 
“The minister is ordered, from time to time, to advise the 
People, whilst they are still in health, to make Wills 
arranging for the disposal of their temporal goods, and, 
when of ability, to leave Bequests for religious and other 
charitable uses.” (BCP, p. 320) ✠

http://givetoday.uchfoundation.org/goto/SaintAlbans
http://givetoday.uchfoundation.org/goto/SaintAlbans

