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From the Rector
My dear People:

Happy New Year and happy Epiphany to you! I 
hope that 2012 is year of joy and blessing for each of 
you and for our life together as church. 2011 was a 
good year for St. Alban’s. We had a number of fun 
events last year, including two fantastic plays 
performed by our youth fellowship and directed by 
Dale Livingston. Attendance was steady, and we 
ended the year with a small financial surplus. In 
December we had what for us was a very high 
number of visitors to our church, and our Christmas 
service attendance was a little under 100. There are 
many other milestones that could mentioned as well, 
but suffice it to say that overall 2011 was a good year 
for our church.

Now we are in 2012! This year we will have some 
new adult forum classes on Tuesday nights. Topics 
will include: Introduction to the Bible; The Holy 
Eucharist; Islam: A Christian Response; and more. We 
hope to have a successful Vacation Bible School 
program this year, in part by having it when more of 
our kids are around (i.e. earlier in the year). We also 
will have more play productions for the youth of the 
parish, as well as some other activities for young 
people. Please keep in mind that this year our 
fundraising goal is $125,000. This will not only help 
us meet our budget, but also give us some extra 
money to do special things with. Also bear in mind 
that as your expenses in crease year after year, so do 
the churches, so it is helpful to give a little extra as 
you are able to help us meet our ever-increasing 
expenses. Thank you all for your generous support 
of this parish over the years. May God bless you for 
your kindness. 

I read in the news recently that while Americans 
are generally optimistic about the future, they are 
not optimistic about the future of our country! With 
the current economic, moral, and spiritual crisis 
we’re in the midst of this hardly comes as a surprise. 
Maybe some of us are part of that crowd. If so, let us 
have faith and hope that God is in charge, and that 
no matter what happens in our nation or in our lives 
He will always be there to keep and guide us. The 
babe in the manger born that first Christmas 
morning, is the perpetual sign of hope for the world. 

This year may God the Holy Spirit work in our 
hearts and fill us with hope, and more important, 
create within us a deep passion for Him, and for 
holiness and righteousness.

One of the themes that I always like to stress 
during the Epiphany season is evangelism. Epiphany 
is a celebration of the manifestation of Christ to the 
gentiles. Jesus Christ came to save the entire world, 
not just the people of Israel. Being made manifest 
means being made known to people. The early 
church manifested Christ to the world, preaching 
the Gospel everywhere (see the Acts of the Apostles). 
Whereas many of early disciples and apostles 
preached Christ almost exclusively to the Jews, St. 
Paul dedicated almost his entire ministry to the 
conversion of the gentiles. Either way, Christ was 
being made known! He was being “manifested” in 
word and power to those who did not know Him. 

This is our mission too. We are to manifest 
Christ to others. The mission of the Church, is 
spelled out by our Lord Jesus in Matthew 28:19-20: 
“Go ye therefore, and teach a% nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost: Teaching them to observe a% things whatsoever I 
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world.” Since you and I are part of 
the Church, this is our mission. The question is: 
what can we do to help evangelize others, and share 
the Gospel of Jesus with people? While there are 
lots of ways to do this, one of the best and most 
simple ways to evangelize others is to just invite 
them to church with you. This year I think it would 
be great if each of us made an effort to invite people 
to church so they can hear the Gospel and learn 
something about the love of God for them. 

We live in a dark age, and there is more and 
more violence in the world with each passing day. 
The reason for this is because of the rise of atheistic 
secularism. The solution to this problem is the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. We need to expose more 
people to our Lord Jesus Christ so they might be 
saved and so the world can turn around. So let’s get 
to work and share Jesus with others!

 Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
& J. Gordon Anderson
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ANGLICAN NEWS: A'er years of division the Anglican “continuum” is making progress towards unity.

Recently an international meeting of continuing 
Anglicans was held in Massachusetts. This 
gathering involved lay and clerical leadership from 
the main continuing Anglican jurisdictions and was 
held in part to talk about what we are doing and 
where we are going.

The main continuing Anglican jurisdictions in 
the world are: the Anglican Catholic Church 
(ACC), the Anglican Province of Christ the King 
(APCK), the United Episcopal Church (UEC), the 
Anglican Church in America (ACA), the Anglican 
Province of America (APA), the Episcopal 
Missionary Church (EMC), and the Diocese of the 
Holy Cross (DHC). These churches share a 
common liturgy and tradition rooted in classical 
Anglicanism and the Book of Common Prayer. 
Currently, these jurisdictions are all separate 
entities, each with its own hierarchy, clergy, laity, 
and churches. But in recent years they have merged 
into two blocks: the first three (ACC, APCK, and 
UEC) form one block, while the others form 
another block. Given the years of acrimony and 
division that has plagued the continuing churches, 
this new spirit of cooperation and goodwill is 
something of a miracle. Meetings such as the one 
in Massachusetts are helpful in terms of getting the 
two blocks of jurisdictions together to talk about 
our future.

What has given rise to this ecumenical thaw? I 
believe that the rise of ACNA and the Roman 
Catholic Ordinariate was the catalyst, and that it 
essentially “put the fear of God” into the 
continuing Anglican churches. Because 
disaffected Anglicans were going somewhere else 
or starting their own churches rather than 
coming over to us, the leaders of our churches 
finally decided that they had to do something to 
unite to form one viable, orthodox and 
traditional Anglican jurisdiction in the world. 
While the reality is that we have worked together 
in a variety of ways over the years, outsiders did 
not see that. All they saw was the division and 
inertia that has plagued us for years, and lead to 
stagnation rather than growth.

While the meeting in Massachusetts was only a 
first step, it was a very positive step in the right 
direction, and by all accounts a huge success. The 
future looks bright! But we can’t become 
overconfident, because the sad reality is that not all 
unity schemes work (witness the ill-fated merger 
between the APA and the Reformed Episcopal 
Church [REC]). Many questions still remain. 
When will we achieve inter-communion? When 
will we corporately unite? What of differences in 
canon law? And if unity is achieved what then? Is 
there a plan to go forward? Do we have a vision or 
a goal beyond simple unity? Or are we going to be 
simply a larger church with has no apparent 
purpose or vision, institutions, etc.? 

Only the future will give us answers to these 
questions. In the meantime, let us pray for our 
churches during this period of discernment and 
hope, that the Lord would guide us, and especially 
our leaders, to do all things for His glory and for 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ so we may more 
effectively bring God’s reconciling love to a world 
that so desperately needs it. ✠

Note: Pictured above (L-R) are the archbishops of four of 
the churches represented at the meeting: Peter Robinson of 
the United Episcopal Church; Mark Haverland of the 
Anglican Catholic Church; Brian Marsh of the Anglican 
Church in America; and our own Walter Grundorf.
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What is the Bible? In order to 
know God and to share our 
Christian faith with others we 
need to know and read this book, 
which is a testimony of God’s 
revelation of Himself to man. The 
Bible is an intimidating book at 
first glance. But once we have a 
general idea of how it is laid out 
and divided up, and once we begin 
to read it, the fear quickly melts 
away.

First some basics: “Bible” 
means “book.” Another name we 
use for the Bible is “scriptures,” 
which means “writings.” What is 
the Bible? it is a library of books 
compiled over thousands of years 
on three different continents. For 
Christians the Bible consists of 
the Old and New Testaments. And 
for Anglicans, Catholics, and the 
Orthodox the Apocrypha - which 
means “hidden” - is also included 
in the Bible.

Each book of the Bible has a 
particular author or authors. Some 
of these we know because they 
identify themselves (such as St. 
Paul’s epistles in New Testament). 
Others we know only through 
Church tradition (such as the 
Gospels). And many others we 
simply do not know who wrote 
them. It is worth noting that 
scholars typically disagree with 
one another as to whom or which 
group of people composed various 
biblical books. Luckily for the 
Church the authorship of the 
individual books does not matter 
as much as the simple fact that 
together these books make up the 
“Word of God.” They are God’s 
word because they were written 
and compiled by men under the 
power and direction of the Holy 

Ghost. Related to this is the fact 
that the Church wrote the Bible, 
and through her unbroken 
apostolic tradition she has 
essentially declared which books 
make up the Bible and which do 
not! (see Article VI of the Articles 
of Religion in the back of the Book 
of Common Prayer)

The Old Testament (OT) 
books can be divided into the 
various types of literature that 
make them up. The first five 
books of the OT (Genesis, 
Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, ad 
Deuteronomy) are called the 
Pentateuch which means “five.” 
These books contain various 
ancient stories, such as the 
creation, and the exodus, as well as 
religious laws and regulations. The 
OT also contains historical 
literature. These books include 
Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 & 2 
Samuel, 1 & 2 Kings, 1 & 2 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and 
Esther. The historical books 
consist mainly of stories of battles, 
kings, and events in the history of 
the Hebrew people. There is also 
wisdom literature in the OT. This 
includes the books of Job, Psalms, 
Proverbs, Song of Solomon, and 
Ecclesiastes. These books contain 
poetry, wisdom sayings, and even 
quasi-philosophical writings. 
Finally in the OT there are the 
prophetical writings. These are 
divided into major and minor 
prophets, so-called because of the 
size of the books. The major 
prophets are Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, and 
Daniel. The minor prophets are all 
the rest: Hosea, Joel, Amos, 
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, 
Zechariah, and Malachi. While 

various prophetical books contain 
some narrative stories (and the 
entire book of Jonah is a story), 
overall they contain warnings 
against ancient nations for sinning 
against God, as well as prophecies 
about Christ and other people and 
events.

The point of breaking the Old 
Testament down into its various 
types of literature is to help us get 
a grasp as to where to begin 
reading it. If you have never read 
the OT much before and love 
history and stories, then it is 
probably best to begin reading in 
the historical books rather than 
the prophetic books! It is 
important to note that each OT 
book contains some information 
that is okay to just pass over, such 
as the numbers of tribes in the 
book of Numbers, the purity and 
sacrificial laws in the Leviticus, 
and so on. While scholars study 
these things, the average 
churchman would best spend his 
time reading the edifying parts of 
the Bible that contain historical 
and moral detail and truth.

The OT contains many of the 
most famous Biblical narratives: 
Adam and Eve;  Jonah in the belly 
of the whale; Moses and Pharaoh; 
Samson and Delilah; Joshua and 
the Battle of Jericho; David and 
Goliath; and more. These stories 
are interesting and exciting. 
Moreover they contain many 
truths, and God speaks to us today 
through them. Don’t be afraid to 
read the OT. Just pick one of the 
books, sit down, and start reading 
through it! If you give it an honest 
chance you will probably find that 
you enjoy it and are getting 
something beneficial from it! ✠

THE SACRED SCRIPTURES: A Simple Outline of the Holy Bible (The Old Testament: Part 1 of 2)
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GUEST COLUMN: Confessions of an Ignorant Man By Junior Warden, Michael Minshall

How did I become an Anglican – an Anglo-
Catholic?  It was improbable; nay, impossible!  I 
was a Fundamentalist Christian – a protestant – 
who believed that the purist form of Christianity 
was that of the Church of the first century; i.e. the 
time of the Apostles.  I knew Catholicism was 
wrong; heretical.  I knew that the Catholic Church 
was led by impious do-as-I-say, not-as-I do popes 
and priests; that it sold indulgences; worshipped 
Mary; and required members to pray through 
priests and bishops to get to 
Christ and God.

     Growing up, my family 
attended a number of 
protestant churches until I 
found one that suited me.  This 
non-affiliated, fundamentalist 
church had plenty of singing, 
opportunities to use one’s 
talents, in-depth study of 
scripture, at least 30 minutes of 
college-level sermons (settle 
down Fr. Gordon!), and was 
exceptionally friendly.  One left 
service feeling uplifted, pumped 
up, and ready to be a witness for 
Christ the next week.  While 
not a theologian, I considered 
myself pretty knowledgeable.  
Just ask my wife!  I knew what I 
knew.  And looking back, I find 
I was ignorant.  As Socrates 
would describe, I really didn’t know anything.

     I attended my first Roman Catholic service 
(I didn’t even know there was a thing called 
Anglicanism) with the girl I was dating.  Mary and 
I would attend mass on Saturday and then attend a 
“real” Christian service on Sunday.  Eventually, 
after we were married, we stopped attending Mass 
because of time constraints with the kids.  

     Then, God stuck his finger right smack dab 
into our lives.  As often happens in the Air Force, 
you get a choice: go where the Air Force wants you 
to go, or, go to the military prison at Fort 
Leavenworth Kansas.  I chose – Fort Meade!  But 
because of the Air Force bureaucracy (it couldn’t 

be because of God; could it?), I had to send Mary 
and our son, Ben, to Maryland months before I 
could arrive.  Through a number of coincidences 
(could it be providence?), Mary and Ben found a 
house in Harford County and a little Anglican 
church in the Valley of the Churches.  Mary was in 
“catholic” heaven and Ben took to the formal 
worship like a catholic takes to wine.  For four 
months, Mary prepped then rector – Fr. Chad – 
that if he wanted Mary and Ben to keep coming to 
St. Alban’s he would have to go into the theological 

octagon; the Anglican Thunder 
Dome; the conversion cage-
match – with me!  I would be 
his Battle of the catholic Bulge; 
his Anglican Guadalcanal; his 
Man vs. Food conversion 
challenge.  Mary gave odds of 3:1 
against Fr. Chad.  She forgot 
that he had an ace up his 
cassock sleeve – the Holy Spirit.
     Normally when we arrived in 
a new city, I would do a bunch 
of research and we would 
immediately start church 
shopping.  This time, I just 
though it would be rude to 
abruptly yank Mary and Ben out 
of a church they had been 
worshipping in for four months.  
My plan of action was to slowly 
wean them out until we found 
the “proper” protestant church.  

It was during this time that Fr. Chad used his 
priestly ninja skills on me.  He kept in mind the 
Machiavelli saying, “Keep your friends close and 
those you want to convert closer.”  As I recall, I 
could barely turn around without bumping into his 
clerical collar. 

     Over several months, Fr. Chad patiently 
answered my questions about the worship of Mary 
(reverence; not worship), the Pope (Anglicans don’t 
have one), and scores of other catechism-level 
questions.  But I still wasn’t convinced, much less 
converted, despite the hours Fr. Chad spent with 
me and the vast number of books he gave me; ones 
that I did read. ! (Continued on on page 7)
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LITURGY & WORSHIP: New Altar Crucifix and Altar Renovations

As mentioned at the annual meeting back in 
December we will be raising money to purchase a 
beautiful new brass altar crucifix. A crucifix is 
simply a cross with the body (Latin: corpus) of Jesus 
on it.

We are replacing our old 
altar cross with a gold crucifix 
because the altar is the place 
where the sacrifice of Christ 
on the cross of calvary is 
represented in the celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist. The 
people of St. Alban’s should be 
no stranger to crucifixes, as a 
gorgeous wooden crucifix 
carved in Obergammerau, 
Germany (a famous center of 
ecclesiastical wood carving) 
hangs above the pulpit, and 
various other crucifixes are 
found throughout the church.

The crucifix that we want 
to purchase is pictured in the 
center. It is handcrafted in 
Spain by the venerable firm 
Artistic Silver, which has made 
liturgical appointments for 
many of the greatest churches 
in Christendom, and for 
important prelates, including 
various popes. The 
craftsmanship and beauty of 
their work is unparalleled. As 
you can see from the picture, 
it is a very dignified-looking 
crucifix... not at all 
sentimental, and certainly not 
gory. It is the same height as the current cross and 
has the symbols of the four evangelists on each 
end. It will perfectly compliment the gorgeous 
reredos painting behind the altar, and also our 
grand and noble Prayer Book liturgy. The crucifix 
costs $2,250 plus shipping and handling. We are 
hoping to have it by Easter Sunday, which is April 
8th. We currently have about $300 towards it.

Coupled with the altar crucifix, we also hope 
to have a new polychromed tabernacle on the altar 
by the same date. Mike Minshall and Chris 
Browne, who are responsible respectively for much 
of our gorgeous and unique ecclesiastical art in the 
sanctuary, are going to work together to finally 

complete the tabernacle 
project.
Various Protestant sects have 
often criticized the crucifix 
over the years. Their standard 
critique is that a crucifix is a 
denial of the bodily 
resurrection of Jesus. Of 
course, a moment’s reflection 
on that critique shows how 
hollow it is. A crucifix does 
not deny the resurrection 
anymore than an empty cross 
denies the crucifixion of Jesus! 
The only reason that many 
people are opposed to the 
crucifix is because they are 
opposed to the Roman 
Catholic Church with which 
they associate it. They believe 
that anything that Rome does 
must simply be wrong. 
Thankfully, as we tread the via 
media between the Roman and 
Protestant churches, we 
Anglicans can rise above such 
“genetic” fallacies. Our 
commitment to Scripture and 
to ancient catholic and 
apostolic tradition helps us see 
that the crucifixion of Christ, 
and depictions of the same, are 

neither Protestant nor Catholic, but rather simply 
Christian! 

Contributions toward our new altar crucifix 
can be made at any time. Simply drop a check in 
the offering plate or mail it to the church and write 
“crucifix” in the memo line. As with all such 
donations to the church, any donation toward the 
crucifix is tax-deductible. ✠
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(Continued ,om page 5)
But I wasn’t convinced that Catholicism was 

the proper way to worship.  It might have had 
something to do with fumbling through and 
between the prayer book and hymnal, and trying to 
figure out why Anglicans used Latin when nobody 
speaks it!

     I remember distinctly when Fr. Chad finally 
found what spoke to my spirit using the following 
string of questions:  How many denominations 
were there in the first century? {One – catholic 
Christian}.  How many Christian denominations 
were there in 1200 A.D.? {Well; Latin and Greek – 
but they were both catholic}. How many Christian 
denominations were there in 1530 A.D.? {Well; 
Latin, Anglican, Russian Orthodox, Greek 
Orthodox, and several more – but they were all 

catholic}. How many Christian denominations 
were there following the Protestant Reformation? 
{Well; there’re over 800 Southern Baptist 
denominations today…} Hey! Wait a minute! Before 
the reformation there were Catholics.  After the 
reformation, where protestant “personal 
revelation” reigns and thousands of personality-
driven churches sprout and die, there is still 
(essentially – let’s not quibble over specific details) 
one-catholic and apostolic church!  From that day 
forward, I began to really learn about the first 
century church and how our present-day mass is 
based on the mass practiced back then. 

     So, in the end, I realized that I was blissfully 
ignorant, not knowing anything.  Today, I know 
that I don’t know much – but I know that personal 
revelation is not how the first century church 
worshipped Christ. ✠

Or, in case he sha% see the People negligent to come to the Holy Communion, instead of the former, he may use this 
Exhortation...

DEARLY beloved brethren, on _______ I intend, by God’s grace, to celebrate the Lord's Supper: unto 
which, in God's behalf, I bid you all who are here present; and beseech you, for the Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 
that ye will not refuse to come thereto, being so lovingly called and bidden by God himself. Ye know how 
grievous and unkind a thing it is, when a man hath prepared a rich feast, decked his table with all kind of 
provision, so that there lacketh nothing but the guests to sit down; and yet they who are called, without any 
cause, most unthankfully refuse to come. Which of you in such a case would not be moved? Who would not 
think a great injury and wrong done unto him? Wherefore, most dearly beloved in Christ, take ye good 
heed, lest ye, withdrawing yourselves from this holy Supper, provoke God's indignation against you. It is an 
easy matter for a man to say, I will not communicate, because I am otherwise hindered with worldly 
business. But such excuses are not so easily accepted and allowed before God. If any man say, I am a 
grievous sinner, and therefore am afraid to come: wherefore then do ye not repent and amend? When God 
calleth you, are ye not ashamed to say ye will not come? When ye should return to God, will ye excuse 
yourselves, and say ye are not ready? Consider earnestly with yourselves how little such feigned excuses will 
avail before God. Those who refused the feast in the Gospel, because they had bought a farm, or would try 
their yokes of oxen, or because they were married, were not so excused, but counted unworthy of the 
heavenly feast. Wherefore, according to mine office, I bid you in the Name of God, I call you in Christ's 
behalf, I exhort you, as ye love your own salvation, that ye will be partakers of this holy Communion. And 
as the Son of God did vouchsafe to yield up his soul by death upon the Cross for your salvation; so it is your 
duty to receive the Communion in remembrance of the sacrifice of his death, as he himself hath 
commanded: which if ye shall neglect to do, consider with yourselves how great is your ingratitude to God, 
and how sore punishment hangeth over your heads for the same; when ye wilfully abstain from the Lord's 
Table, and separate from your brethren, who come to feed on the banquet of that most heavenly food. 
These things if ye earnestly consider, ye will by God’s grace return to a better mind: for the obtaining 
whereof we shall not cease to make our humble petitions unto Almighty God, our heavenly Father. ✠

THE THIRD EXHORTATION: From the Book of Common prayer (1928)
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The Centurion Recommends: Authorized King James Version Bible with Apocrypha

In honor of the 400th 
anniversary of the Authorized 
Version of the Scriptures 
(popularly known as the King James 
Version) the venerable Bible 
publisher, Cambridge University 
Press, has released a gorgeous new 
“cameo” reference version of this 
magnificent and important bible. 
This edition comes with its own 
box and is bound in extremely soft 
and supple calfskin leather. It 
contains a concordance to find 
important words, a reference 
system to find related passages, 
and twelve detailed maps of 
ancient and modern Israel, and of 
Paul’s missionary journeys.

But what makes this bible so 
special is that it contains the full 

Apocrypha which was published 
with the King James until the late-
nineteenth century. The sad story 
of how and why publishers 
stopped including the Apocrypha 
with most KJV bibles is the 
subject for a different article! In 
any event, those who read the 
Daily Offices of Morning and 
Evening Prayer know that the 
Book of Common Prayer directs 
us to read large portions of the 
Apocrypha throughout the year. 
With this bible that can easily be 
done.

At a cost of about $125 this 
bible is not cheap, but I dare say it 
is worth every penny, as it will no 
doubt last a lifetime if it is well 
taken care of! Get one today from 
Amazon.com.

Upcoming Holy Day Services

Jan 23rd - St. Vincent (Tr.)

Holy Communion @ 6:30 p.m. for 
the Order of St. Vincent

Jan 25th - Conversion of St. 
Paul

Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m.

Feb 2nd - Purification of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary

Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m.

Feb 21st - Shrove Tuesday

Evening Prayer and Pancake 
Supper (Time TBA)

Feb 22nd - Ash Wednesday

Holy Communion @ 12:00 p.m. 
and 6:30 p.m.

St. Alban’s Anglican Church

1011 Old Joppa Road

Joppa, Maryland 21085


