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My dear People:
As you can see we have a new format and design for The Centurion. It
has been taken down to four-pages to allow the editor more time to
focus on other areas of ministry and planning that are very important
for the life of the church.
We have now entered into the slower months of summer, and the
time when people go away on holiday. During this time I would ask you
all to remember that the church’s bills do not take a holiday. Please keep
your pledges and giving current during the lean summer months. This is
especially important as we have been running a deficit the last couple
months due to health insurance costs for yours truly. Since our diocese
and province does not have a benefits program the church pays for
mine. But she can only pay as the people of the church support her
work by giving.
Needless to say, we don’t only need your financial support this
summer, we need you! Let us not forget that it is our bounden duty to
worship God every Sunday in His Church. (BCP p.291) Do you know
what the purpose of going to church is? It is not to become a better
person, make friends, or simply be involved in something, although
those things are fine and often the result of going to church. The reason
we go to church is, according to the Prayer Book “...to render thanks for
the great benefits that we have received at his hands, to set forth his most worthy
praise, to hear his most holy word, and to ask those things which are requisite and
necessary, as we" for the body as the soul.” (p. 6) Are you thankful for what
God has given you? Do you love Him? Do you want Him to speak to
you? Do you need His help in your life? If so, then make coming to
church every Sunday a spiritual priority in your life.
I would like to thank everyone for their participation in the life of
the church. We have two new altar servers, a new altar guild director,
and a parish life committee. Many gifts have been given to the church,
from our altar crucifix to new coﬀee makers. Numerous folk have
stepped up to serve on the vestry and oﬀer advice on how to improve
the buildings and grounds. THANK YOU for your love for God shown
in your support for your parish.
Aﬀectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
#

!

J. Gordon Anderson
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UPCOMING HOLY DAYS:
June 11th - St. Barnabas the
Apostle
Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m. (at
Lorien, Bel Air... not at St. Alban’s!)
June 29th - St. Peter the
Apostle
Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m.
July 3rd - Independence Day
(Eve)
Holy Communion @ 12:00 p.m.
July 25th - St. James the
Apostle
Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m.
August 6th - The
Transfiguration of our Lord
Jesus Christ
Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m.
Prayer Book Holy Day Masses last a
little over half an hour and always
include Morning Prayer! Make time to
come out for these important days as
you are able!
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LITURGY & THEOLOGY: Does doctrine matter and what is its role in the life of the believer?

This month we celebrate the
feast of the Holy Trinity, which
always falls on a Sunday,
conveniently known as “Trinity
Sunday.” This day is a celebration
of the mystery of the Hoy Trinity,
which states that God exists
eternally in three persons: God
the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Ghost. The implications
of this dogma are vast and
far-reaching, aﬀecting every
area of theology, which is to
be expected since theology
is the study of God.
But to the average
person this doctrine
probably seems to be
confusing and irrelevant.
This is not only the case
with this doctrine, but with
other Church doctrines and
disciplines as well. The
basic notion that many
people have is that
doctrine and belief - what
we think - doesn’t matter as
much as practice and
action - what we do, and
that the Christian religion
is about living a good moral
life and nothing more.

notion as it related to the political
arena was summed up in a popular
book from a few decades back
entitled “Ideas Have Consequences.”
Now one should not think,
based on this, that the Church
merely invents her doctrines so
her naughty sons and daughters
will act a certain way. Far from it,
actually. The teachings of the

In the end all of the doctrine
and theology of the Church is
inter-related. If we take out one
section of it, such as the structure
and nature of the ordained
ministry, other areas of the
church’s theology and doctrine will
invariably be altered... usually for
the worse. Think about it in terms
of a car. When we open the hood
we see lots of tubes, devices,
and computers, and we
marvel at how it all works
together to make the car
function. But if we were to
remove part of the engine,
or some fuses, the entire
automobile would
malfunction.
This is how it is with the
doctrine of the Church. It
has developed the way it
has, and over thousands of
years of reflection and
prayer, under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, to be
what God wants it to be
and reveal His truth. If we
thinker with part of it, the
whole will be hurt.

So before we casually
dismiss the doctrines and
tradition of the Church as
The trouble with
unimportant let us stop to
discounting doctrine and
consider that maybe these
belief in this way is that it is
truths
are not only
Church are ultimately revealed by
precisely what one thinks and believes
important
for
the life of the
God. They are revealed through
that leads him to act a certain way! If
the order of creation, such as with Church, but for our lives as
we believe that God is “love” we
individual believers in the Body of
the nature of marriage, or by
will act very diﬀerently than if we
special revelation, such as with the Christ. Moreover, let us strive to
believe Him to be a capricious and
learn something deeper about
the dogma of the Holy Trinity.
angry being who can barely
truths like the Trinity. We may be
Since they are revealed by God
tolerate the foibles of men. What
surprised at how spiritually
they reflect ultimate truth and
we believe about the afterlife will
enriching and incredibly relevant
reality.
greatly aﬀect how we choose to
they are! ✠
live in this life, and so on. This

!
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FOR ALL THE SAINTS: St. Irenaeus of Lyons, Bishop of Lyons (Adapted *om the “Oxford Dictionary of Saints”)

St. Irenaeus was bishop of
Lyons and lived from
130-200 A.D. He was a
disciple of Polycarp, who
himself was a disciple of
St. John the Apostle. He
studied in Rome and was
ordained to serve as priest
in the city of Lyons in the
province of Gaul, which is
now modern day France.
At the time the was a
flourishing trade center.
Eventually it became the economic hub of all of Gaul
and its most important ecclesiastical city.
Irenaeus rather early on had the repution of
being a peacemaker (as his name implies). While in
Lyons Irenaeus served under bishop Pothinus. When
trouble with a heretical sect called the Montanists
broke out, Irenaeus went to Rome to ask the pope to
treat these people with leniency. He also acted as
peacemaker between the pope and and a group called
the “Quartodecimans” who were excommunicated by
the pope for celebrating Easter on the day of the
Passover rather than on Sunday. Because of his
peacemaking this group eventually came to celebrate
Easter on the same day as everyone else and good
relations were restored.
Upon returning from Rome he succeeded
Pothinus as bishop, who had been killed in a
persecution that had arisen while he was away. He

had a long and fruitful episcopate during which he
wrote major theological works. These works are still
read today. His principle works, the Adversus Haereses
and the Demonstration of Apostolic Preaching were
refutations of the early Christ heresy of Gnosticism.
In these works he emphasized the unity of the God
of the Old Testament with the God of the New
Testament, and the unity of the Father and the Son
in the work of revelation and redemption.
In the area of Christology (the study of Jesus
Christ) his major contribution consists in his theory
of the recapitulation of human nature in Christ. This
is based on Ephesians 1:10 ﬀ., and basically means
that God sums up everything in Jesus Christ. Or put
another way, that fallen humanity was restored to
communion with God through the obedience of
Christ.
In other theological areas, Irenaeus emphasized
the importance of Church Tradition as it is realized
in the apostolic succession of the episcopate,
especially as it related to the formation of the Canon
of Scripture (which books belong in the Bible), and
in the unity of the four Gospels.
He died at Lyons and was buried in the crypt of
the Church of St. John, now called the Church of
Saint-Irenee (pictured). Although he is considered a
martyr there is actually no evidence that he was ever
martyred, the stories of his martyrdom now
considered to be late Medieval forgeries.
Unfortunately his shrine was destroyed by some
rather overzealous Calvinists in 1562. His feast day is
June 28th. ✠

PARISH NEWS: Mark your calendars for these important dates!
Sunday, June 24th - Family Craft Day: In lieu
of church school we will have a fun craft activity
for kids and their parents. Be sure to come this day
and invite a friend!
Sunday, July 1st - St. Alban’s Day: We will be
having a parish potluck supper as we celebrate our
feast of title. There will be an 8:00 a.m. and 10:30
a.m. service that day.
Tuesday, July 3rd - Ladies Working Wine &
Cheese Party: The ladies will share fellowship,
serve God and the church, and celebrate

!

independence by drinking white and red wine,
eating yummy cheese, and pricing yard sale items.
July 9th-13th - Diocesan Synod: Fr. Anderson
and Frannie Flatau will be heading to Melbourne,
FL for this annual meeting. The parish oﬃce will
be closed all week.
Saturday, July 14th - Annual Pony Show and
Yard Sale! Come on out to share in some fellowship
and fun with your parish family. Note: We wi" need
help setting up the day before! If you can help, please see
Beth Siegel or Karen Novakoski.
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PARISH LIFE: Some Simple Ways To Build A Greater Sense of Community Here at St. Alban’s

One of the biggest things that people are looking
for today in society and in church is a sense of
community and belonging. Unfortunately, even a
small church like St. Alban’s has trouble cultivating a
sense of community and fellowship. What kinds of
things can we do to help build that? Here are some
ideas:
1) Come to church regularly.
2) When you come, spend time talking to people
before and after the services... especially people
you don’t know at all or very well.
3) Come to the special activities that we sometimes
have.

6) If you need prayer or support ask your fellow
parishioners. It is every Christian’s job to pray for
those in need!
7) Invite a fellow parishioner over to your house for
dinner or out to do something fun.
8) If you haven’t seen someone in church in a while
give them a call or send them a card to see how
they are doing.
9) If you are going away on holiday or for some other
reason, let the clergy and a couple people at
church know so no one worries about you.
10) Accept your fellow parishioners for who they are!
They are as human as you.

4)Pray for your fellow parishioners.

11) Come to the Prayer Book Holy Day services and
to the weeknight Evening Prayer and Adult
Forum.

5) Pray and studying the Bible or some other
spiritual book together.

12) Invite people to church and then out to lunch
afterwards.
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