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From the Rector
The Pre-Lent and Lenten seasons, Lenten Disciplines, and Parish Life
My dear People:
We are now almost completely through the preLenten season and going full steam ahead into Lent.
We will be doing some of the usual activities during
this time. Shrove Tuesday will be commemorated
with a service of sung Evening Prayer at 6:30 p.m.
followed by a lovely pancake supper hosted by the
Order of St. Vincent, which is the group of adult
men who serve at the altar. This supper is always a
fun time of fellowship, and I should mention that
there is a lot more than pancakes that are served, as
we oﬀer other yummy breakfast foods as well! The
day after Shrove Tuesday is, of course, Ash
Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. We will have two
services of Holy Communion, Penitential Oﬃce,
and Imposition of Ashes - one at 12:00 p.m. (said)
and one at 6:30 p.m. (music). And during Lent we
will observe other traditional customs including the
reading of the Exhortation, the solemn chanting of
Litany (both on Lent 1), as well as Stations of the Cross
and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. We will oﬀer
no additional parish study during Lent other than
our usual Tuesday night class (which is always
preceded by Evening Prayer). The topics for this
class during the Lenten season will be “Heaven: A
History” and “The Christian Doctrine of Creation in the
Light of Modern Knowledge.” As always, dinner will be
served, so please come on out and participate in
these studies, which are also wonderful times of
fellowship and prayer. And please come for the
other Lenten events too, checking the website ahead
of time for the latest service and event times.
Ultimately however, let us remember that these
Lenten activities are not just about “adding more” to
our schedules, and dumping extra church devotions
on top of our already overloaded lives. Lent is a time
to symbolically walk with our Lord Jesus as He
journeys toward the cross, taking us with Him to die
and to ultimately rise again with Him on Easter Day.
The oﬃcial liturgy and devotions of the Church
during this time of year reflect this, but we are urged
to do additional things during this season. If anyone
is leery about adding a Lenten discipline - such as

coming to a class or an additional service - to his or
her schedule let him remember that 1) these are
worthwhile things to do for forty days, and 2) he can
always temporarily take something else out of our
schedule to accommodate what he has added to it in
Lent. (i.e. Why not skip that TV show on Tuesday
nights and come out to church instead?) If one
cannot come to the few things that we oﬀer during
Lent he is urged to take up a discipline of his own
that will draw him closer to the Lord in self-giving
and sacrifice.
In liturgical news, I do hope that people have
enjoyed the chanting of the Psalm at the 9:00 a.m.
service. Although Anglican Chant is hard to master,
I must say, as an aficionado, that St. Alban’s is doing
very well at this most diﬃcult task! Keep up the
good work. In parish news I am thrilled at the level
of fellowship and participation that we are sharing.
Our youth group is slowly forming into an active and
excited body of young people, and our adult
fellowship and outreach activities are going very
well. I am quite thankful for all who have been
involved with the outreach activities to help those in
need (e.g. the meals for members of our parish
family), and for the initiative to plan exciting events,
such as the Joseph and the Amazing Techincolor
Dreamcoat performance, Vacation Bible School, and
more. We have a wonderful Thursday Lunch Club that
meets at Bob Evans for a “Dutch Treat” lunch, and
we more ushers and servers involved in the services
of the church.
We are indeed an orthodox and traditional
Anglican parish, and that brings with it an element
of austerity and seriousness that is quite important.
But let us never forget that we are also a “family
parish!” So let us “get involved,” and take time to
talk to each other and share our lives, to laugh and
cry together, to support and encourage each other.
In that way we will truly show the love and gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ!
Aﬀectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
J. Gordon Anderson
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THE CHURCH AND THE ARTS: the Ecclesiological Society & the Cambridge Movement

One of the things that we associate with the
Anglican and Episcopal tradition is gothic
architecture. Anglican communion parishes all over
the world were for a long time built almost
exclusively in this style. Some of its features
include construction of stone, a crossshaped (cruciform ) floor plan, pointed
windows, and a large choir in the chancel.
Notable gothic revival buildings in our area
include the National Cathedral, Emmanuel
Episcopal Church, St. Mary’s Episcopal
Church, and St. John’s Episcopal Church.
That this type of architecture became
the standard for Anglican churches was
largely due to the work of The Ecclesiological
Society, which was a group of people
centered around Cambridge University in the
nineteenth century (hence the name “Cambridge
Movement” which is associated with them). One of
their founders was the notable priest John Mason
Neale, who translated many Latin hymns into

English and was one of the first English priests since
the Reformation to wear a chasuble for services.
These men were influenced by the Oxford
Movement. But whereas that movement focused on
theology, the Cambridge Movement focused
on incarnating that theology in art, liturgy, and
especially architecture. They wisely realized
that for a revival of Catholic doctrine to
come about the Church needed to revive the
outward forms of the Catholic faith.
Thus, architecture was one of the main items
on their agenda. They carefully studied and
cataloged the churches and cathedrals of
England that were built during the Middle
Ages so as to learn the proper way that
churches should be designed and constructed,
and also to provide guidance for church renovation
and restoration, as many medieval churches had been
rather bizarrely altered in the 17th and 18th centuries.
(continued on page 6)

MISSIONS MINUTE: WHAT IS A DALIT? THE BISHOP’S OFFICIAL 2011 LENTEN APPEAL

The bishop has released his
annual Lenten appeal. This year it
is to raise money to construct a
school for dalit children in the
Kadapa district of Andhra
Pradesh, India. This raises two
important questions: 1) what is a
dalit and 2) why do we want to
build a school for them?
A dalit is an Indian person of
the “untouchable” class (caste).
They are outcasts from the larger
Indian and south Asian society,
and are relegated to doing tasks
that no one else in those societies
would even think of doing, such as
cleaning latrines, sewers, doing
manual labor, and more. While we
westerners believe that there is
nothing inherently wrong with
doing those tasks, the problem in

the south Asian Hindu countries is
that some people are believed to
be born into those classes, thus,
there is no way out for them in this
life, and they are therefore forced
to do those menial tasks and be
marginalized in society until the
day they die. Obviously this
oﬀends our Christian and western
sensibilities very much!
Though the constitution of
the modern state of India has
outlawed the caste system in
theory, in practice the
discrimination of it still remains.
As most dalits are extremely poor,
they do not have the luxury of
going to school and learning to
read and reason, so many of them
are unaware that the caste system
has been abolished, and that they

have the same rights and privileges
as everyone else!
Enter the schools for dalit
children. Various Christian
missions have established free
schools for the children of these
poor, oppressed people so they
may be educated and break the
cycle of poverty. It is the
establishment of one of these
schools that we are supporting.
The dalits love the Christian
faith, as it teaches the equality of
all people under God in Christ.
Consequently, many of those in
the “higher” castes tend to dislike
the work of the Church as it
threatens the class system. Let us
pray for the Church in India, and
please give generously for this
school! ✠
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FOR ALL THE SAINTS: ST. THOMAS AQUINAS, MARCH 7TH

Throughout the liturgical year we celebrate the
lives of various saints, most, but not all of whom, are
Biblical saints. This month we celebrate the feast of
St. Thomas Aquinas. Thomas D’Aquino (pictured,
bottom right) was born around 1224 in the castle of
Roccasecca near Naples, his father being the Count
of Aquino. At 14 he attended the University of
Naples. While there he got know the Dominicans
(founded by St. Dominic), an order of friars
specializing in preaching and defending the
Christian faith. Much to his parents’ displeasure, he
joined this religious order. Eventually, and after
much drama, they accepted his decision. He
continued his studies at the Universities of Paris and
Cologne, and was under the tutelage of St. Albert
the Great. When his studies were finished he took
up teaching in Paris and later back in Naples. He
died in 1274.

What makes St. Thomas so noteworthy are his
brilliant philosophical and spiritual writings,
especially the Summa Theologica, wherein he
synthesized Aristotelian philosophy with the
Christian faith, showing that much ancient pagan
knowledge was in most ways completely compatible
with the teaching of Scripture and the Church. Yet
he also realized the limitations of pagan knowledge
due to their lack of divine revelation. So his writings
touched on theology,
philosophy, ethics/morality,
politics, science, law, and more
as they related to God. His
intellect and writings are so
massive that there is an entire
school of thought based on
them called Thomism.
(continued on page 7)

LITURGY & WORSHIP: THE AUTHORIZED (KING JAMES) VERSION OF THE BIBLE

2011 is the 400th
anniversary of the
Authorized Version of
the Holy Bible. In
common parlance it is
known as the King James
Version (KJV) because it
was commissioned by
King James I of England
in 1611. (pictured to the
left.) It was
commissioned in part so
there would be a more
accurate and balanced translation from the original
tongues of Hebrew and Greek. Prior to the
Authorized Version most people in England were
reading the so-called Geneva Bible, which contained
theologically questionable marginal notes
throughout. Many of the greatest theologians and
bishops of the English Church assisted in the
translation of the KJV, including the famous Bp.
Lancelot Andrewes and Abp. Richard Bancroft.

The Authorized Version was appointed to be
read in churches and was the only version allowed
for use in the English Church for many centuries.
Though lots of churches began using the Revised
Standard Version of the Bible in the 20th century,
we still use the Authorized Version, especially during
Morning and Evening Prayer. Though it can
sometimes be hard to understand, it has many
advantages over modern versions. For example, its
poetic language beautifully compliments our
traditional Book of Common Prayer service; it is a
very literal translation from the original languages;
and it is easy to memorize again because of its
poetry. The old Jacobean English is very helpful in
slowing us down as we read so we can think about
what we are reading and retain it better. Many
churches outside of the Anglican tradition still use
the KJV almost exclusively because of these
features.
Still, the concern that the archaic language of
the KJV makes the Bible hard to understand cannot
be overlooked. So for personal study of the
scriptures, which every Christian should do
regularly, it is recommended that (continued on page 7)
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BOOK REVIEW
"Merrily On High: An AngloCatholic Memoir" By Colin
Stephenson Available from
Amazon.com for $15 plus S/H

But his book is more than just
a bunch of funny anecdotes. It also
tells a beautiful tale of people who
were unconditionally devoted to
the glory of Jesus Christ and the
he Centurion is delighted to
work of His Holy Catholic
He tells of eccentric clergy
report that one of the most
who were extremely obsessed with Church. And it is in this regard
entertaining Anglican
that I think his book is very
the minutia of various liturgical
ecclesiastical biographies ever
spiritually important. For it shows
published has recently been
that anyone can be a servant, or
brought back into print.
perhaps even a priest, of the Lord!
The Lord calls people of a( types
“Merrily On High” was written
and personalities to serve Him:
in 1972 by the Rev’d. Canon Colin
smart people and not-so-smart
Stephenson (pictured to the right),
people; conventional and
a priest of the Church of England,
unconventional people.
and one-time administrator of the
famous Shrine of Our Lady of
Anyone who is interested in
observances; of fascinating
Walsingham. It tells the story of
20th
English Church history, and,
encounters with bishops and other
his life growing up in the Church
dare
I
say, who enjoys watching
clergy who did not always approve
of England, and then as he
“Britcoms,”
will no doubt find
of the practices of Anglo-Catholic
discovered the Anglo-Catholic
Stephenson’s writing and wit
clergy; of debates over the use of
tradition of the Church of
the Book of Common Prayer, and extremely enjoyable. More
England, went on to ordination,
important, he will get a glimpse
of the devout old ladies and
served as a parish priest and
into the life of the Church of
curmudgeonly old men who
military chaplain, and later served roamed the churches and sacristies England in its Anglo-Catholic
at the famous shrine in
heyday. ✠
of the Ecclesia Anglicana.

T

Walsingham. All throughout are
hilarious stories of some of the
odd and unconventional people both lay and ordained - that he
met along the way.

ST. ALBAN’S YOUTH FELLOWSHIP NEWS AND UPDATES

The youth have been very busy having fun
and ministering and serving in our church. Since
the new year several boys have been added to the
ranks of altar boy: Tevin Oktuyi, Chris Marshall,
Ben Marshall, and Nick Marshall. These young
men have also helped collect the oﬀering during
the 9:00 service. Some of our young ladies, Kiki
and Precious Okoye, have also been getting more
involved in the service by collecting the oﬀering.
In January we had a fantastic youth group
bowling outing down in Essex near Martin’s East.
We had over 25 kids and adults (mostly kids) for
this exciting event. In February we took a trip to
the Walter’s Art Museum to view their collection
of Byzantine, Medieval, and early Renaissance art.
We also got a quick look at their fine collection of

armor, swords, ad other weapons. For a number of
the kids and their parents this was their first trip
to that exquisite museum in downtown Baltimore.
Meanwhile the youth are are hard at work on
our passion play, which will be performed the day
before Palm Sunday here at the church. Based on
John 18-19, this is a first for St. Alban’s! We will
have a lovely set, costumes, and good music - much
of it lead by our fledgling youth choir. The kids are
very enthusiastic and are doing a fantastic job.
Many thanks goes to the parents and to our play
director, Dale Livingston. The passion play will,
Lord willing, become a regular event. In the winter
the youth will perform a Christmas pageant of
some sort to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus
Christ.
(continued on page 6)
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Cont’d )om “The Church and the Arts”, page 3

The Ecclesiologists still have some important
lessons
to teach the Church today. For example, they
But some of their positions and practices were
teach
that
theological ideas always have real world,
rather controversial. For instance, their
visible consequences... just as the revival in Catholic
recommendations to restore or alter existing
doctrine in the English Church was followed by a
churches and make them more “gothic” was viewed
by some as historically reckless; for who is to say that revival in Catholic liturgy, devotion, and even
future generations might not value keeping churches architecture. So we today should be very careful when
new theological ideas are introduced in the Church,
in their period style even if that style had fallen out
of fashion. Some even went so far as to question the as - whether good or bad - they will eventually
influence every other area of Church life
accuracy of their “approved” gothic
for good or bad. They also shed
restorations and new construction!
important light on the relation
They also had a noted disdain for
between theological convictions and
using classical architectural design in
practical considerations. For example,
church building, a prime example
today when a new church is built
being the famous London cathedral
financial concerns are usually number
designed by Christopher Wren, St.
one. But to the Ecclesiologists the
Paul’s, while a couple of local
church building was “an outward and
examples are the Roman Catholic
visible sign” of the One, Holy,
Basilica of the Assumption
Catholic, and Apostolic faith, and so
(Baltimore) and Trinity Reformed
no expense could be spared in
Baptist (Rt. 152 & 95). The reason
ensuring it was rightly constructed in
they disliked this type of architecture
order to reflect this faith. How often
for churches was because they viewed
in our decisions regarding the church
it as the product of the pagan ancient world, and so
do we let practical and pragmatic concerns trump
as unsuitable for Christian houses of worship! In
the spiritual and theological?
their mind the best architectural design to use was
Those interested in further reading on this
the gothic, which came from the great period of
fascinating group of people and their very important
Christendom at the time of the Medieval synthesis
of theology, philosophy, and culture. Indeed one can and exciting movement should read: The Cambridge
Movement: The Ecclesiologists and the Gothic Revival by
only imagine how they would view some of the
James White. It is available from Amazon for $28.00
architectural monstrosities that pass for church
plus shipping and handling. ✠
buildings today!

Cont’d )om “Youth News and Updates”, page 5

Special thanks goes out to the parents and many
others who have helped plan these events, provide
rides and food, and who have supported their
children in the life of the church.

Future youth activities will possibly include:
Laser Tag, ice skating, miniature golf, swimming, a
trip to a theme park, go-carts, service projects, a
Christian music concert, movies, dance concert, and
Youth are always invited and encouraged to invite
more. Further, we hope to get to the point where we friends to the various events and activities. So
are able to have a weekly youth fellowship meeting at whenever there is an event that your child is coming
the church other than on Sundays.
to think about inviting at least one other child. This
is a way we can grow our church and share the love of
Last but not least, some devout and dedicated
members and friends are working on a Vacation Bible Jesus Christ with all people. Also, if you have an
activity idea please be sure to share it with Fr.
School to be held here at the church in July. More
Anderson! ✠
details on that event will be forthcoming.
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Cont’d )om “Liturgy & Worship”, page 4
he buy a translation that is easy for him to
understand. Some are better than others, and the
clergy can recommend ones to buy and ones to steer
clear from.
Really, however, it is best to have a few
translations of the Bible around the house: the KJV,
and a few modern translations, such as the NIV,
ESV, RSV, and others. That way passages of
scripture can be compared and contrasted in order
to better understand the overall message. But for
liturgical use in the Church in our tradition there is
simply no better translation to use with our Prayer
Book than the Authorized Version.
It is worth mentioning at this point that the
King James version was originally published with
the Apocrypha, that is, the extra set of books that
fall between the Old and New Testaments. These
books are: 1 & 2 Esdras, Tobit, Judith, The rest of
Esther, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Baruch, Song of the
Three Children, History of Susanna, Bel and the
Dragon, Prayer of Manasses, 1 & 2 Maccabees.
Unfortunately it is very hard (but not impossible) to
find a copy of the Authorized Version that contains
these books. As many Protestant churches did not

Cont’d )om “For A( the Saints”, page 4
The Anglican tradition is greatly indebted to St.
Thomas. Important Anglican theologians from
Richard Hooker (16th century) to E.L. Mascall (20th
century) used Thomas’ categories and ideas to
address the issues facing the Church in their day
Thomas Aquinas is important for the Church
today for a variety of reasons. We live in age of
fragmentation. It is believed by many people that
diﬀerent areas of knowledge, such as science,
religion, law, etc., have no relation to each other, and
that each should stay in its own realm and not
infringe on any other disciplines. But St. Thomas
shows what the ancient Greeks showed us - that all
knowledge is integrated, and that the insights of one
field shed light on other fields. This is critically
important today when your average person believes
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use the Apocrypha some Bible publishers in the
19th century in America began leaving it out. But we
Anglicans have always used these books in our
liturgy, life, and worship, as anyone who reads the
Daily Oﬃces of Morning and Evening Prayer will
attest to. (See Article VI of the Articles of Religion.)
In fact, two canticles in our Morning Prayer liturgy
are from the Apocrypha: the Benedictus es, Domine,
and the Benedicite.
Luckily the Apocrypha in the Authorized
Version may be purchased separately through
bookstores or online, so if you already own a nice
KJV Bible sans Apocrypha, for a few extra dollars you
can purchase a nice hard bound edition of the
Apocryphal books. Penguin Paperbacks also
publishes a version of the KJV with the Apocrypha,
as does Cambridge University Press - in a calfskin
leather binding. Last but not least, The Anglican
Parishes Association, an online retailer, sells a
beautiful leather bound 1928 Book of Common
Prayer with King James Bible and Apocrypha for
about $120. So there are some options for
purchasing the Authorized Version as it was meant
to be read. ✠

that the moral, spiritual, and philosophical teachings
of scripture and tradition should not be taken into
consideration on public policy or political questions.
St. Thomas also shows us that the Christian
faith is intellectually rigorous and demanding. When
learning goes into serious decline as it has today the
Church is also adversely aﬀected. Thus there are
many people who live their faith based entirely on
“feelings” and “emotions”, and who roundly ignore
the importance of intellect and will. St. Thomas
reminds us that it is important to think about the
faith, and that faith does not contradict reason.
For a good readable introduction to his thought
one should purchase A Shorter Summa: The Essential
Philosophical Passages of St. Thomas Aquinas’ Summa
Theologica Edited and Explained by Peter Kreeft
(Ignatius Press). ✠
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The Centurion Recommends: Jesus of Montreal

As the St. Alban’s youth
group works on its passion play,
The Centurion recommends the
excellent movie Jesus of Montreal
directed by Denys Arcand.
Released in 1989, this film won
awards in Canada and at the
Cannes Film Festival.
It is the story of an annual
passion play held by a Roman
Catholic church in Montreal that
has gotten to be boring and
predictable over the years. So the
pastor decides to hire a group of
young actors to reinterpret and
reinvigorate the play. Throughout
the course of the play the actor
portraying Jesus begins to
intimately identify with Him, and

St. Alban’s Anglican Church
1011 Old Joppa Road
Joppa, Maryland 21085

take on a Christ-like persona in
everyday life, preaching against sin
and helping those in need. He
does this so much that, like Jesus,
the authorities in the town and
the church begin to get suspicious
of him. Disturbed by the ideas in
the play, and the rather
unorthodox actions of the star the
priest shuts down the production,
which leads to the the stunning
conclusion of the film.
Besides being entertaining and
simply a beautiful story, the movie
is also very thought-provoking, as
it touches on some interesting
ideas about the life of Jesus which
higher critical biblical scholars
debate. Note: this film is not
recommended for young children. ✠

Upcoming Events
March 6, 2011
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat” Harford Comm. College
March 8, 2011
Shrove Tuesday - Evening Prayer and
Pancake Supper (6:30 p.m.)
March 9, 2011
Ash Wednesday - Imposition of Ashes
and Holy Communion 12 & 6:30 p.m.
March 25, 2011
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
- Morning Prayer and Holy Communion
9 a.m.
Always check the church website for more
information on these and other events.
www.saintalbansjoppa.org

