
The Centurion 
The Parish Magazine of St. Alban’s Church

1011 Old Joppa Road, Joppa, Maryland, 21085

MAY 2012



THE PARISH MAGAZINE OF ST. ALBAN’S ANGLICAN CHURCH! MAY 2012

! PAGE 2

From the Rector
My dear People:

This month we have a number of important 
Holy Days. The first is Ascension Day, which 
commemorates our Lord’s ascension into heaven. 
What is He doing in heaven? The Creeds say that 
He  “...sitteth on the right hand of the Father...,” which to 
some implies that He is just hanging out in heaven 
doing nothing. But that is not the case. This is 
simply symbolic language indicating that His work 
on earth is done. The real importance of the the day, 
which is always 40 days after Easter, lies in the fact 
that on it Christ, the God-man, took our humanity 
with Him into heaven to offer it to God. As one 
theologian puts it: “Appearing for us in heaven, Jesus 
offers His living Manhood, which has been perfected by 
suffering, and which is acceptable to the Father because 
indelibly marked by the meritorious death of the Cross. In 
this Manhood He also offers those who have been 
incorporated into it by Baptism and who unite in earthly 
Eucharists with His heavenly oblation (offering). In the 
same Manhood, through the agency of His ministers, He 
sacramenta&y imparts to His earthly members the benefits 
of saving and sanctifying grace, and also completes the 
sanctification of the faithful departed.” So the Ascension 
of our Lord is a very important Holy Day.

The other important Holy Day, which falls 10 
days later is Whitsunday, otherwise known as 
Pentecost. The student of the scriptures no doubt 
will recall that there was a Jewish festival called 
Pentecost. The Jewish festival commemorated the 
giving of the Law on Mt. Sinai (Ex. 19-20) which 
took place fifty days after they fled from Egypt. This 
is the “pentecost” referred to in the Acts of the 
Apostles. The Christian festival commemorates the 
giving of the gift of the Holy Spirit, and is called 
Pentecost because it took place fifty days after 
Easter on the Jewish day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1 ff.). 
In the Anglican tradition this feast is known as 
Whitsunday (“white” Sunday) because in Medieval 
England baptisms were often performed at this 
time, those being baptized clothed in white. It is 
interesting to think about the Jewish understanding 
of Pentecost and how it relates to the fullness of the 
Christian tradition. Under the old covenant, God 
gives Moses and His people a divine law. But in the 
new covenant in the Body and Blood of His Son, 

Jesus Christ, God gives to His people His Holy 
Spirit. God Himself indeed indwells us and guides us  
through the Holy Spirit. A Christian is by definition 
“spirit-filled.” Please be sure to attend church for 
these important services. The hymns, the readings, 
the other propers all are worthy of meditating on so 
as to better understand and appreciate these days. 
Remember that we have three services each Sunday! If you 
can’t make your usual service due to scheduling 
conflicts there are always two other Sunday services 
you could attend. Indeed one of the reasons we offer 
so many services for being such a small parish is to 
allow God’s people the opportunity to worship Him 
on the Lord’s day. It is a shame when those 
opportunities are wasted.

In national news all eyes have been on the 
Republican primaries and upcoming presidential 
election. This should certainly be a memorable 
election season to say the least! Presidential 
campaigns are always a good time for us to 
remember to pray for our leaders. The Epistle from 
the Third Sunday after Easter (I St. Peter ii.11, BCP, 
p. 173) reminds us that Christians should “Honour 
the king.” We do this especially through prayer. We 
may not like certain elected officials, and we may 
radically disagree with their positions, but 
nonetheless we need to remember them in our 
prayers, and ask God to “behold and bless” them 
that they may “always incline to [God’s] will, and 
walk in [His} way.” (BCP, p. 17) The Prayer Book is 
full of prayers for our leaders, and we pray for them 
at every service. This election season let us offer up 
prayers to God for these men and women whom we 
elect to represent us in government, because they 
most assuredly need it.

Remember our upcoming Pony Show and Yard 
Sale! They will take place on Saturday, July 14th. We 
need sponsors for Pony Show and also gently used 
items for our yard sale. These items may be brought 
to church and put in the basement. We have a 
number dinners coming up, so check the website 
and Sunday bulletin for news on these events. May 
the Lord bless and keep each of you!

 Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
) J. Gordon Anderson
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FOR ALL THE SAINTS:  St. Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria (Adapted *om the “Oxford Dictionary of Saints”) 

St. Athanasius is a saint whose influence on the 
Church was enormous and has been felt by all of 
us. Yet his name is probably unfamiliar to most 
Christians these days! Who was this man and what 
did he do that made him so great?

Athanasius was patriarch of Alexandria and 
lived from 296-373 A.D. He was born into a 
Christian home and educated in Christian schools. 
When he was old enough he was ordained deacon 
and became an assistant to his bishop, whom he 
accompanied to the Church’s first ecumenical 
council, the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.). The 
Council of Nicea was 
organized by 
Constantine the Great, 
the Roman emperor, and 
is important because it 
was there that the Arian 
heresy was condemned. 
This heresy denied the 
eternity of the Word of 
God and the Divinity of 
Christ. The Creed that 
we say at each service of 
Holy Communion 
comes from this council, 
hence the name “Nicene 
Creed.”

Unfortunately after 
the council the Arian Heresy did not go away. The 
Arians and semi-Arians still held sway in many 
places and were strongly represented at the court 
of the emperor. It took years to weed from the 
Church those who taught this and similar errors 
concerning the person of Christ, and Athanasius 
became one of the main people to do this.

In 328 he became a bishop. While doing 
pastoral work and visitations in his diocese he 
came under attack by groups of Arians and other 
heretics. When he appealed to the emperor for 
help he was treated with wild inconsistency. At 
various points he was exiled, restored, deposed, and 
reinstated. He lived much of his life going in and 
out of exile, and he faced many misunderstandings 
and lawsuits for his proclamation of Christian 
orthodoxy. Luckily, even though most of the world 

seemed to be against him, the papacy at least 
strongly supported him throughout his trials.

St. Athanasius was a prolific author who wrote 
important works on the theology of redemption. 
His most famous early work is De Incarnatione 
(“On the Incarnation”) in which he speaks of  
restoration of fallen man to the image of God in 
which he was created through God the Son’s union 
with man. This short and lively book is still in print 
and is read by many theology students today. His 
most important controversial book was Contra 
Arianos (“Against the Arians”). In this book he drew 
on the teachings of Ss. Justin and Irenaeus, who 

interpreted the 
scriptures in the 
Orthodox tradition, and 
also defended the use of 
the non-biblical term 
homoousios, which the 
Council of Nicea used 
to explain the nature of 
Christ. (Ed. Note: This 
word means “of the 
same substance” and 
was chosen over the 
word homooisios which 
means “of similar 
substance.” In our 
service it is translated as 

“being of one substance 
with the Father.”)

His cycle of exiles ended around 365, and 
eventually he was able to lead his church in peace 
until the end of his life. Through his great 
preaching and writing Athanasius greatly improved 
the spiritual life his diocese. Because of his 
leadership many people were inspired to enter the 
monastic life. Many of his closest associates were 
monks, including the famous St. Anthony, the 
founder of eastern monasticism. Athanasius seems 
to have had a special interest in helping these men 
live out their vocations, as he offered them all sorts 
of practical assistance.

He died peacefully in 373 and, along with Ss. 
Basil, Gregory Nazianzen, and John Chrysostom, is 
considered one of the four eastern doctors of the 
Church. His feast day is May 2nd. ✠
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LITURGY & THEOLOGY:  The 350th Anniversary of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer

CANTERBURY, England (RNS/ENInews) 
"Ashes to ashes, dust to dust." "All the deceits of 
the world, the flesh and the devil." "Read, mark, 
learn, and inwardly digest."

Shakespeare? The King James Bible? Close -- 
the Anglican Book of Common Prayer, the 
liturgical and literary masterpiece that along with 
the playwright and the landmark Bible helped 
shape the English language, marks its 350th 
anniversary this year.

St. Paul's Cathedral in London celebrated the 
occasion on 
Wednesday (May 2) 
with a special service 
of evensong, or 
evening prayer, from 
the 1662 volume, 
often shortened to 
the BCP or Prayer 
Book. Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan 
Williams, was there, 
along with members 
of Prayer Book 
societies in Australia, 
Canada and the U.K. 
that are dedicated to 
keeping the work 
alive.

"I hope and pray 
that people in Britain and around the English-
speaking world realize the importance of this great 
work," Prudence Dailey, chairwoman of the Prayer 
Book Society in the U.K., told ENInews.

The service was the flagship of a nationwide 
series of events that includes an exhibit at 
Lambeth Palace Library that also acknowledges 
the 60th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth II's 
coronation, looking at the relationship between 
the monarchy and the Prayer Book. It includes a 
copy of the first Prayer Book, published in 1549, 
and the copy used at Queen Victoria's wedding.

The anniversary actually refers to the revised 
edition that still stands as the official doctrinal 
standard of the Church of England and most other 

churches in the worldwide Anglican Communion. 
After Henry VIII's break with the Roman 
Catholic Church, Archbishop of Canterbury 
Thomas Cranmer set out to replace the Latin 
missal with a book of liturgical services and prayers 
in English that would also incorporate theological 
changes, such as less prominence for saints.

The Prayer Book now appears in many variants 
in the 77 million-member Anglican Communion 
and has influenced the liturgical texts of other 
denominations.

It has proved "very 
adaptable over the 
centuries and has 
been used in many 
contexts. Many 
people do prefer the 
less convoluted 
language of modern 
services but the 
influence of the old 
Prayer Book 
permeates the new 
versions, with many 
prayers incorporated 
with minimal 
changes," the Rev. 
Gordon Jeanes, a 
former lecturer in 
church history at the 

University of Wales, 
told ENInews.

The book's language -- another phrase is "till 
death us do part" from the marriage service -- 
resonates even today, said Bishop Stephen Platten, 
chair of the Church of England's Liturgical 
Commission. "Even in an apparently secular world, 
large numbers come to have their children 
christened or baptized. The cadences of the Prayer 
Book have become part of a treasury of prayers 
and reflections that have helped to fashion 
people's lives," he told ENInews.

But the Prayer Book's language, though 
appreciated, has been subject to revision and 
various Anglican churches have produced updated 
versions. ! ! (Continued on page 7)
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This month we welcomed into Christ’s One, Holy, 
Catholic, and Apostolic Church Lois Elizabeth 
Care. Baptisms are always joyful events. For many 
people in the world it is nothing more than a rite 
of passage. But for the believer in Christ it is the 
means whereby we are united with His death and 
resurrection, and die and rise with Him in newness 
of life. 

Since the time of the Reformation in the 16th 
century there have been conflicting views on 
baptism. These are rooted in conflicting views of 
sacraments in general. The vast majority of 
Reformers, including those in England, held to the 
ancient catholic and apostolic view rite of Holy 
Baptism which is briefly described above. Other, 
more extreme Reformers and their successors held 
the sacrament of baptism (and other sacraments) 
to be purely signs that in no way conveyed the 
grace they signified. The Anglican understanding 
of baptism is found in the Book of Common 
Prayer on pp. 273-282. We can also find out more 
information about it in Article XXVII of the 
Articles of Religion.

Many of the theological disagreements about 
baptism from the Reformation are still with us 
today. Often our fellow believers from more 
extreme Protestant traditions look at our doctrine 
and raise concerns about it. The objection raised 
the most is that our view of baptism is 
superstitious and magic, and that it guarantees 
entrance into heaven someday no matter no matter 
how that baptized person lives! Let us state for the 
record that this is not what the Church or the 
Prayer Book teaches.

While baptism places us into Christ and makes 
us living members of His mystical Body, the 

Church, thus constituting our “born again” 
experience, it is really only the beginning of our 
Christian life, just as being naturally born into our 
earthly families, while making us true members of 
that family, is only the beginning of our life in that 
family. The Prayer Book assumes that baptism is 
just a beginning in the vows that the sponsors 
make to rear the child in the household of faith 
and teach him all things that he must know for his 
soul’s health. (BCP, p. 277)

Comparing baptism with membership in our 
earthly families is very helpful in understanding its 
meaning, both for the newly baptized and for the 
larger church family. When we are naturally born it 
is entirely of our parents’ will. We are members of 
our family by virtue of birth, and all of the wealth, 
graces, and riches of that family are ours by right. 
As we grow, we learn to “become” members of the 
family we are naturally part of. We embrace it on 
our own, and participate in its rituals and 
traditions. Our parents may give us bank account 
or trust fund, and one day all that belongs to the 
family will be ours.

But say when we become a young adult we go 
off the proverbial deep end, and decide to live in a 
cave in Utah. We cut off all contact with our family. 
They send letters and call, but we don’t respond. 
We no longer come home for holiday meals. We 
have disowned our family, and for all practical 
purposes are no longer part of it, though naturally 
and biologically we are, and always will be, part of 
it. Since we have cut off all contact with them, we 
can hardly be partaker of the benefits of the family, 
including the riches and inheritance that would 
one day be ours.

The point of this analogy is to emphasize that 
baptism is something real which conveys real 
benefits. Yet at the same time those benefits are 
not “automatic, ” because sacraments are not 
magic. The grace of baptism must be nurtured by 
parents and cooperated with by the baptized so 
that he or she may become the people that God 
wants them to be. After baptism we feed our souls 
by prayer, scripture reading, and regular church 
attendance, and also by doing good works. That is 
what our family, the Church, does! Let’s all 
participate in the life of our spiritual family. ✠

SACRAMENTAL THEOLOGY:  The Sacrament of Holy Baptism
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A RAFFLE FOR THE SACRED LITURGY:  Enter to win a gorgeous quilt made by Tammy Jones!

Tammy Jones recently made a gorgeous quilt to 
be raffled off for the purpose of getting the church 
a set of rose-colored vestments! Most of us are 
familiar with her stunning work, as she made a 
quilt for another church raffle a few years back. We 
thank Tammy for her generosity and love for the 
Lord in donating this quilt for this purpose. The 
raffle will begin in May and end on July 14th, the 
day of the yard sale and pony show. The drawing 
will take place on Saturday, July 14th after the yard 
sale. Please buy a few tickets to win this gorgeous 
quilt and help with this most worthy cause.

At this point some folk may be thinking, “I get 
the quilt part, but what is this about rose-colored 
vestments? Where did that come from and what 
are they used for?”

First of all, we should recall that there is a 
color-scheme for the church year. The Ordo 
Kalendar that is given out each year shows what 
color each day is. Purple, which symbolizes 
penitence, is used for Advent, Lent, and days of 
prayer and supplication (e.g. Ember Days and 
Rogation Days). Black symbolizes mourning and is 
used for funerals, All Soul’s Day, and Good Friday. 
White symbolizes purity and joy and is used for 
Christmas, Easter, days associated with Mary, such 
as the Annunciation, saints who were not 
martyred, and other special days such as Epiphany. 
Gold instead of white is sometimes used for the 
highest of holy days. Green symbolizes growth and 
is used for Epiphanytide and Trinitytide. Red is 
used for martyred saints’ days, Pentecost and other 
feasts having to do with the Holy Ghost, and for 
sacraments like Ordination and Confirmation. 
(Note: each color symbolizes other things as we&. This is 
just a brief description of their most popular symbolism.)

Rose-colored vestments are very special and 
may be used twice a year: the third Sunday in 
Advent, called Gaudete Sunday, and the fourth 
Sunday in Lent, called Laetare Sunday. More 
simply and commonly we refer to each of these 
two days as “Rose Sunday.” These days represent a 
slight lightening of the penitential spirit of those 
two seasons (Advent and Lent). The Latin names 
just mentioned mean “rejoice.” They come from 
the first word in the Introit appointed for those 

services. On Rose Sunday it is permitted to wear 
rose-colored vestments and have flowers - 
preferably pink roses - on the altar. 

This is the classic western Christian color 
scheme for the liturgical year. It is based on that 
used by the Church of Rome. These days however 
one often finds exceptions to the old scheme. The 
Roman Catholic Church for example began using 
white for funerals to symbolize the resurrection. 
They also use red for Good Friday in many places. 
Some churches use blue for Advent, which is a 
Medieval English tradition. Beyond all of this, the 
Orthodox churches of the east have their own, 
entirely different color schemes!

As a traditional church in the western liturgical 
tradition we here at St. Alban’s stick to the old, 
classic, time-tested and approved color scheme of 
the liturgical year. The old saying, “If it ain’t broke 
don’t fix it,” would seem to apply perfectly. It is best 
to use one complete color scheme rather than 
randomly picking and choosing colors here and 
there. While the use of rose vestments on these 
days is not obligatory, it represents a very nice and 
important spiritual change of pace, and is therefore 
highly desirable. Our rose set will consist of a 
custom-designed and made altar frontal, pulpit 
hanging, chasuble, stole, maniple, burse, and veil. 
We are currently getting quotes from vestment 
makers. Please buy some raffle tickets for this most 
worthy cause that will benefit not only us, but 
generations of people. And thanks again to Tammy 
Jones for her amazing artistry and generosity! ✠ 
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Here is some recent news and 
announcements from St. Alban’s:

Holy Baptism: On Sunday, May 
6th, we welcomed into Christ’s 
One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church by baptism Lois 
Elizabeth Care, daughter of Mark 
and Anna Care. Mark’s parents, 
Tom and Lynne, are new members 
of St. Alban’s, as are his aunt and 
uncle, Harriet and Chuck Meyer.
Episcopal Visit: This fall we will 
have an episcopal visitation. The 
date is still being decided. There 
will be at least two confirmations 
and the reception of a number of 
new members. Anyone needing to be 
confirmed or received into the church 
should see Fr. Anderson as soon as 
possible.
Altar Guild: After a number of 
years of dedicated service Mary 
Minshall has stepped down as altar 
guild directress. Our new 
directress is Dale Livingston. The 
guild could use some more 
members. Anyone wishing to 
volunteer for this extremely 
important ministry should see 

Dale or Fr. Anderson. Remember: 
many hands make for light work!
Parish Life Committee: Fr. 
Anderson wants to reestablish the 
parish life committee! Any takers? 
This committee will be involved in 
overseeing all social activities in 
the church (dinners, fundraisers, 
etc.). Please see Fr. Anderson for 
more details or to get involved.
News from Beth Siegel to the 
women of St. Alban’s: Our next 
get together is going to be on 
Tuesday, July 3.  6:00 p.m. - 9:00 
p.m. It's a "working" wine and 
cheese party, with Red & White to 
Celebrate our Independence. All 
ladies of the church are welcome, 
and we will be pricing items for 
the Yard Sale. Please sign up! The 
Yard Sale runs concurrently with 
the St. Alban's Annual Pony Show, 
this year on Saturday, July 14 mark 
your calendars now.
Vacation Bible School: This 
runs from June 25th - June 29th, 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. We need kids and 
volunteers! Please try to sign up 
some young people (K-5th grade) 
for this event. See Karen 
Novakoski for details.

Parish Yard Sale Help: Please 
continue to bring in items for the 
parish yard sale! We need some 
help from the congregation on 
Thursday, July 12 in bringing 
everything up to the parish hall, 
and then setting the items up on 
Friday night in anticipation of 
Saturday morning’s sale
Other Items Needed: We will 
be selling homemade baked goods 
at the pony show and yard sale and 
need folk to make some items to 
sell. Items that sell best: rice 
krispy treats, muffins, cookies, 
pound cakes, cut and wrapped in 
individual servings sizes. Things 
that do NOT sell well (because of 
the sun and heat) anything frosted 
or chocolate ie: cupcakes, fudge, 
candy. WE ALSO NEED 
FOLDING TABLES AND 
CARD TABLES, even saw horses 
with boards across. The pony 
show needs 5-6 of the big tables in 
the parish hall, so the yard sale is 
in need of TABLES. Baked goods 
and borrowed tables may be 
brought to the parish hall 
Thursday evening July 12, Friday 
evening, July 13, or early Saturday 
morning, July 14. ✠

PARISH NEWS:

(Continued *om page 3)
In the U.S., for example, the break with Britain 

in 1776 left church leaders feeling the need for 
their own Prayer Book.

"William White, the first presiding bishop of 
the Episcopal Church, spoke of the need for 'a 
church government that will contain the 
constituent principles of the Church of England 
and yet be independent of foreign jurisdiction or 
influence,'" noted the Rev. C.K. (Chuck) 
Robertson, canon to the presiding bishop of the 
Episcopal Church, in an interview with ENInews.

He added: "By definition, this meant the 
creation of a new American form of the Book of 
Common Prayer." He said that as the nation grew, 
so also did the church in America -- three Prayer 
Book revisions have emerged. The latest, the 1979 
edition, reflects an appreciation of heritage while 
also taking into account more recent liturgical 
forms. Robertson added that, "it should be noted 
that even in England, though the 1662 book 
remains the official Prayer Book of the Church of 
England, most congregations on a regular basis use 
their own revised texts, including the recently 
produced Common Worship." ✠ (Article reprinted 
from Religion News Service)
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The Centurion Recommends: A History of the Church in England by John Moorman

John R.H. Moorman was a 
bishop of the Church of England 
who, in 1963, wrote the standard 
one-volume history of the English 
Church. A History of the Church in 
England is now in its third edition 
is a very enlightening and 
enjoyable book. 

It tells the story of 
Christianity in England from 
ancient times to the mid-
twentieth century. Despite being 
written so many years ago it is still 
very timely, accurate, and highly 
informative. He explores not only 
doctrine, theology, and history, but 
also art, architecture, social work, 
science, and many other fields and 
who they related to the life of the 
Church in England. Complex 

historical areas, such as the 
Reformation and its aftermath and 
the English Civil War are 
discussed with clarity and ease. 

The great advantage of the 
book is that it very thoroughly 
covers almost two thousand years 
of history in a mere 500 pages. 
The writing style is delightful and 
engaging. Indeed in some places it 
almost reads like a novel. This 
book would make a suitable gift 
for anyone interested in history, 
religion, and English Christianity. 
It is good for the general reader 
and specialist alike.

A History of the Church in 
England (Morehouse Publishing) is 
available from Amazon.com for 
$10 plus shipping and handling. 

Upcoming Holy Day Services

May 14th-16th - Rogation 
Days

Holy Communion (see website) 

May 17th Ascension Day

Holy Communion @ 6:30 p.m. 

May 28th - 29th - Monday 
& Tuesday in Whitsun 
Week

Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m. 

June 11th - St. Barnabas 
the Apostle

Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m. 

June 29th - St. Peter the 
Apostle

Holy Communion @ 10:00 a.m. 

www.saintalbansjoppa.org

St. Alban’s Anglican Church

1011 Old Joppa Road

Joppa, Maryland 21085


