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From the Rector
My dear People:
Greetings in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ!
I hope that everyone is enjoying the wonderful,
crisp fall air, and all of the amazing colors that this
season brings. In my ministry Valerie and I have
been blessed to live in beautiful areas of the country.
The people at the various churches are of course
part of that beauty, and I daily thank God for the
people of St. Alban’s.
We have had a few comings and goings in our
parish in recent months. Unfortunately for us the
Cote family and the Watson family have moved on
to diﬀerent churches that are closer to them. We
will miss them very much, but wish them God’s
grace as they follow the leading of the Lord. When
people leave us it should be a reminder to us that a
church that is not growing is dying. So we need to
try to invite others to join our parish family. This
always begins with an invitation to church. I want to
extend special thanks to those who have invited
friends to church. Alfred and Janet Okutoyi have
been especially faithful in this area, having invited
many friends to come and visit. Thank you, Alfred
and Janet! And thanks to the others who have
invited people to worship with us. Since we do not
get many folk just dropping in unannounced the
main way we will grow is by word of mouth and
personal, one-on-one invitations.
One of the reasons that churches grow is that
the love of Christ is evident in the life of the place.
The love of Christ attracts people. One of the ways
we show His love is (as it says in our mission
statement) by proclaiming Christ’s Gospel through
compassionate service. “Service” is key. Here at St.
Alban’s we can serve others in a variety of ways, not
the least of which is through prayer! As we all know,
the church maintains a prayer list, and at every
liturgy we mention the names on the list and pray
for them. But since we only mention first names it
can be somewhat impersonal. People hearing the
names mentioned may ask themselves: “Who are
these people? Which ‘Dave’ is that? What is Sally’s
need?” Put another way, our prayer list can perhaps
become impersonal to us. So in order to proclaim
Christ’s Gospel through compassionate service, and also
in order to better integrate our lives and community,
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I will be giving updates on diﬀerent peoples’ prayer
needs from time-to-time (perhaps on a bi-weekly
basis) via e-mail and phone. This improvement in
communications, which is one of our strategic goals,
will help each of us focus our prayer life in order to
better serve our family in our Lord’s Name. For
many people worshipping in a traditional liturgical
church like ours is a completely impersonal
experience. While the liturgy of the Church ensures
that worship does not devolve into a subjective and
unseemly aﬀair, and while we are all no doubt here
in part because of our solid liturgy, it is sometimes all
too easy to lose sight of the personalistic side of
Christian experience in the pages of the Prayer
Book. So it is my goal to keep each of you updated
as best I can regarding the needs of the people in
the church and community. I welcome help with
this! Please keep me updated on you so I, along with
your parish family, can prayerfully support you.
As we look to our future - sometimes with fear
and trepidation - we should always be mindful of the
gifts and advantages with which God has endowed
us to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. I can
think immediately of two of our advantages. We are
an interracial and international church: this is a great
blessing and a true sign of the catholicity of a parish.
We are also an intergenerational church, with people
of all ages who meet together weekly to oﬀer the
Holy Sacrifice at the altar of God. In a word, St.
Alban’s is a small but incredibly diverse parish. This
is what a lot of people are looking for today in a
church. Indeed at a party recently I met a couple in
their 30’s with one child who grew tired of attending
a local “college-oriented” megachurch because it had
no sense of tradition and (in their words) “no old
people!” So this hip, bohemian couple - an artist and
video game designer - intentionally sought out an
Anglican church and began attending it. And they
love it. They love the diversity of it. We too have the
gift of diversity... a diversity united in a love for
Christ and neighbor, manifesting itself in Common
Prayer and works of mercy and service in Jesus’
name. May God help us capitalize on our diversity
for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Aﬀectionately, your friend and pastor,
!
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J. Gordon Anderson
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STEWARDSHIP: Giving to the Church Helps Her Make Ends Meet and Glorifies God

Recently a parishioner who has been suﬀering
serious health problems and has been laid up in the
hospital asked his wife to make to sure that in the
midst of all of their diﬃculties she not forget to
mail to St. Alban’s their pledge envelopes! As she
told me this we both laughed at how someone going
through so much pain and suﬀering, and who has so
much to worry about and remember, could be so
adamant about supporting the church. Indeed, what
a testimony this is to this man’s love of God!
The Book of Common Prayer has a lot to say
about giving for the work of the Church. In the
oﬃce of the Visitation of the Sick we read: “The
minister is ordered, $om time to time, to advise the People,
whilst they are in health, to make
Wi&s, arranging for the disposal of
their temporal goods, and, when of
ability, to leave Bequests for
religious and charitable
uses.” (BCP p. 320) And on page
291, in answer to the question:
“What is your bounden duty as a
member of the Church?” we read:
“My bounden duty is to fo&ow
Christ, to worship God every
Sunday in his Church; and to
work and pray and give for the
spread of his kingdom.” These
passages teach us that giving
for the work and ministry of
the church is not only part of a well-rounded
spiritual life, it is a spiritual duty. Why is this?
Everyone knows the Bible verse, “Faith without
works is dead.” (James 2:26) But what we sometimes
fail to realize is that faith without money is also dead!
In other words, it is impossible for the church to
carry out her ministry and mission without money.
Churches have many of the same expenses that
families and individuals have: mortgage, utilities,
insurance, contractor services, and more. And just as
our family and individual expenses go up little by
little over the years, so do the church’s. While we
rely on our employer to increase our pay and
benefits to meet the increase in expenses, and on
the government increasing social security payments,
the church relies on her members to increase their giving as
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they are able so she can meet her obligations! In short, the
church simply cannot meet her obligations if people
give only when they show up for services, or if they
give the exact same amount they gave twenty years
ago. And she surely cannot grow and expand her
ministry without financial support.
But even more important than giving to keep
the local church financially afloat, giving to the church
shows our love for God. The spirituality of giving and
its biblical foundation is made very clear in the
Oﬀertory Sentences found on pp. 72-73 in the Book of
Common Prayer, which contains such verses as:
Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is
more blessed to give than to receive. (Acts xx. 35.) He that
soweth little sha& reap little; and he
that soweth plenteously sha& reap
plenteously. Let every man do
according as he is disposed in his
heart, not grudgingly, or of
necessity; for God loveth a cheerful
giver. (2 Cor. ix. 6, 7.) While we
have time, let us do good unto a&
men; and especia&y unto them that
are of the household of faith. (Gal.
vi. 10.) To do good, and to
distribute, forget not; for with such
sacrifices God is we& pleased. (Heb.
xiii. 16.) Be merciful a,er thy
power. If thou hast much, give
plenteously; if thou hast little, do
thy diligence gladly to give of that
little: for so gatherest thou thyself a good reward in the day
of necessity. (Tobit iv. 8,9.) Ye sha& not appear before the
LORD empty; every man sha& give as he is able,
according to the blessing of the LORD thy God which he
hath given thee. (Deut. xvi. 16, 17.) St. Paul likewise
speaks of the spirituality of giving in places such as 1
Corinthians 9:7-14 and 2 Corinthians 8:1-9:15. The
scriptures are clear: if we love God we should make
giving for His work a priority.
As we get ready to make pledges for the 2012
budget year please prayerfully consider increasing
your contribution to the church. No amount is too
small! Please remember that these are tight financial
times for St. Alban’s Church. (Cont’d on page 6)
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THE INTERMEDIATE STATE: What happens to us when we die? By the Rt. Rev’d Chandler H. Jones, SSC
Image of God in man by nature is
perfectly restored and repaired
Expectant, Paradise, or the
and the Likeness to God, virtue,
Intermediate State, a state
holiness, is increased and
between death and glorification in intensified unto the Day of Jesus
which the Holy Souls of the
Christ. For these reasons we pray
Faithful Departed continue to
for the Faithful Departed, as they
grow in God's holiness and love, to evolve and develop into the full
be perfected and transfigured by
stature of Christ (St Luke 16.19-31,
grace. The work of
sanctification begun
in our Baptism
continues after death,
as we enter a place of
refreshment, light and
peace, in which the
Holy Spirit cleanses,
purges and purifies
our souls to make
them more Christ-like
in anticipation of
their reunion with our
glorified bodies in the
General Resurrection.
The Holy Ghost
continues to heal,
forgive and divinise us
after death by the fire
of His love, not in
punishment, but in
mercy and grace. God
calls us to a sweet
repose and holy
progress in the Life of
the World to Come.
The Holy Dead
continue the process
of deification and
glorification begun in
23.42-43, Ephesians 4.8-10, II
Baptism and the sacramental life
Timothy 1.16-18, I St Peter 3.18-22,
on earth, in which we are more
4.6,
Revelation 6.9-11). Saint
closely conformed to Christ and
Gregory
of Nyssa teaches we shall
transformed into the Image and
eternally
grow and develop into
Likeness of God. The
the life of God in the land of light
Intermediate State is the Larger
Life in which we continually grow and joy in the fellowship of the
Saints, as we go from strength to
in God's love and service. The
strength and glory to glory, for

We believe in the Church

!

God is infinite and we are finite
beings graced to enter into
communion with an infinite
Communion of Persons.
Like the Eastern Orthodox,
since we are the Orthodox Church
of the West, we do not believe in a
doctrine of expiation-purgatory,
which holds that man
must pay after death
the penalty due to the
committing of sins in
this life. Many
Western Catholics
hold there is a
temporal punishment
due for sins which
must be exacted
either in this life or in
“purgatory.” Hence
the peculiar medieval
doctrine of firepurgatory as
punishment,
retribution, expiation
or penalty, condemned
by the Anglican
Article of Religion
XXII. (See the picture o
le, for a visual example
of this doctrine.) There
is a false doctrine of
purgatory and a true
biblical and orthodox
doctrine of purgatory,
just as there is a false
doctrine of pardons,
worshipping,
adoration, images and
relics, and there is a true biblical
and patristic doctrine of pardons,
worshipping, adoration, images
and relics. The things in
themselves are obviously not
condemned... (Cont’d on page 6)
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THE CHRISTIAN YEAR: A& Saints’ Day & A& Souls’ Day are Two Important November Holy Days.
Christians still on their earthly pilgrimage are
encouraged by the examples of the lives of the saints
of history. In the course of her long march down the
corridors of time, the Church has remembered the
names of those saints whose lives become holy by
God’s grace before their death. The little Roman girl
St. Lucy, the wise matron, St. Monica, the holy
Bishop Ambrose, the boy King St. Edward, the
French maid St. Joan - they, and all of the other
saints of the Church kalendar, are alive now, and
filled with love, and begging God to give us the
same measure of grace that he gave them.
And beyond the ones whose names are known
are the millions who died without a name in the
world’s memory, but whose holy lives are known and
remembered in the infinite mind of God. They lived
in the corners of life, and now they stand in the
glorious company of all the saints. On All Saints’
Day we commemorate those whose names are not
known to us. The feast stands as a reminder that
God’s heroes are only partly known, and that, here
or hereafter, we shall all have to reach that heroism
which belongs to the saints.

There was in Rome a great temple which was
called the Pantheon, or the temple of all the gods.
In the year 610 this temple became a Christian
church, and quite fittingly it was dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary and All Saints. That was the
origin of All Saints’ Day, for which then, a proper
collect, Epistle, and Gospel were drawn up to be
used every year on November 1st.
Those whom the Church honors with the title
of Saint are men and women who have progressed
very far in holy living while they still were in their
natural bodies on earth in the Church Militant. In
the Creeds, Christians speak of “the Communion of
Saints.” The Church extends beyond the borders of
the present life into eternity. The fellowship that
Christians enjoy with each other, includes the holy
souls who have died and gone into the presence of
God. Christians on both sides of the gulf of death
are, indeed, bound together in living company with
each other.

!

Unlike All Saints’ Day on which we come to the
altar to remember, rejoice in, and celebrate the
triumph of the Holy Ones who have gone before us
into the Church Triumphant, or heaven; on All
Souls’ Day (November 2nd) we return to the same
altar to pray for our beloved dead at a general
Requiem Mass.
It must be a matter of infinite consolation for
those of us who know that we shall depart this life
neither truly good enough for Heaven nor bad
enough for Hell, that a season of grace is provided
us in which the stains and imperfections still
attached to our souls may be brought to perfection.
This is called Paradise, or the Church Expectant.
The Church has believed and taught that through
our prayers we may aid the faithful departed as they
climb those last remaining steps to the throne of
God, as we prayed for them when they were still
with us in this life, the Church militant. Thus, in our
own Anglican liturgy we express the Church’s
ancient faith when, in the Prayer for the Church, we
bless... (Cont’d on page 6)
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(Cont’d $om ‘Stewardship’ on page 3)
St. Alban’s does not yet have an endowment
fund, and we do not receive any support from the
state or the diocese. We are funded entirely by your
giving. So please give generously. Remember that it
is also possible to make lasting gifts and bequests to
the church in memory and honor of loved ones. To
(Cont’d $om ‘Intermediate State on
page 4)

that end there is a list of possible items to donate to
the church (see the rector for the list). Furthermore,
monetary gifts and stocks may also be donated to
the church. Thank you to everyone who has been
supporting the church and please be sure to
remember that “God loveth a cheerful giver.” (2
Corinthians 9:7) ✠

“Our God is a consuming
fire” (Hebrews 12.29, I Corinthians
3.13-15). Such a state is not unlike
(for who would condemn, for
example, the biblical doctrines of our sanctification in this world.
worship, adoration or pardon) but Healing sometimes hurts; real
growth sometimes hurts; the
only the abuses and false
wounds of sin are finally cured in
understandings of the same. The
penalty due for sins, the temporal the Intermediate State. Anyone
who has ever had a bandaged sore
punishment, was borne and
knows how the wound itches and
redeemed by Our Lord on the
burns as it heals. The Intermediate
Cross of Calvary. Paradise is only
State is sola gratia, only grace. In it,
the extension of God's ongoing
the grace of God soothes and
work of sanctification and
divinisation, not a form of torture caresses as it simultaneously
inflicted on man for sin. Paradise, washes and mends. The process
most ironically, may indeed involve unleashed by God's sanctifying
pain and suﬀering, and if it does, it love may hurt in this life and in
the next, but if it hurts, it only
is the pain generated from the
hurts because it works, and works
sense of personal guilt for sin
to our ultimate transformation.
experienced in the light of God's
Thus the refreshment, light, peace
merciful pardon, and the
consequent suﬀering which arises and joy of Paradise serve as a
comforting and remedial balm for
as we are purified and healed by
the Holy Souls, and in no way
the fire of the Holy Ghost, a fire
which burns and cleanses out of us contradict the “growing pains”
likely associated with the spiritual
all that does not belong to God
maturity and change brought
and makes us clean and whole.
about by God's grace in the nearer
(Cont’d $om ‘Christian Year’ on page 5)
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presence of the Lord Jesus before
the Resurrection. In no sense does
purgatory exist as a temporary or
miniature hell, as Saint Thomas
Aquinas conjectured, in which
men are subjected to punishment
for sins. Paradise is fuller
communion with God and thus
God's life and power, the Love of
God which burns on our souls to
refine them and make them holy.
The Church is the
Communion of Saints, and thus
the Holy Dead, the Faithful
Departed, and the Saints reigning
with Christ in the Church
Triumphant, pray for us in
communion with us as we in turn
pray for them. At the Last Day, all
will be raised and judged, and
given new bodies like unto Christ's
glorious risen Body, and God will
be all in all (St John 5.25-29, St
Matthew 25). ✠
Bishop Jones is our su/agan bishop
and a former rector of St. Alban’s
Church.

...God’s “holy name for a& (His) servants departed
this life in (His) faith and fear, beseeching (Him) to grant
them continual growth in (His) love and service.” The
traditional practice of the Church is a running
stream of witness to her belief in intercession for
the faithful departed.

Holy Communion, for there the whole communion
of saints approach the throne of God with all the
angels and archangels. Be sure to come to Holy
Communion on these two important days, All
Saints’ Day and All Soul’s Day as we honor the great
saints of Christ’s Church and the holy souls who
have gone before us into the next life. ✠

We are never closer to our own blessed dead
than when we are at worship in the Eucharist, and
especially when we come to the altar rail to receive

Ed. Note: This article was written by the Rev’d Canon
James R. Daughtry and is reprinted by permission.

!
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IN THE SPIRIT OF THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS: “How to Ki& Your Church”
Here is some exce&ent advice on how to ki& your church.
If everyone fo&ows even some of them sometimes, they
can ki& oﬀ even a perfectly healthy parish church in no
time at a&!

13) Don’t support mission work, let them do
for themselves (Matthew 28:19-20)

1) Don’t come (Psalm 42:4, 96:8, 100:4)

14) Let the rector do all the work (Isaiah
41:6-7)

2) If you do come, come late (Psalm 84:10)
3) Don’t imagine the front seats are for you.
People might think you are conceited.

15) Don’t read your church newsletter,
bulletin, or mail
16) Try to take over the church, or make it
part of your empire (Mark 10:42-45)

4) Come bound to find fault (Psalm 100:4-5)
5)Don’t ever think of praying for your Rector
or the Church (Ephesians 6:18-19; 1
Thessalonians 3:1)
6)Don’t sing (Psalms 95:1-2; 1 Corinthians 14:15)
7)Don’t attend weekday Masses (Acts 3:1, Acts
21)
8)Don’t encourage the Rector, but do tell his
faults to others (Galatians 6:1)
9)If his sermon helps you, don’t let him know,
it might make him vain. If you don’t like his
sermon, do tell him, and tell others too.
10) If you see visitors at Mass, don’t shake
their hands, or ask them to come again,
people might think you bold or odd or you
might become involved with their lives
(Hebrews 13:2)
11) Never try to bring anyone to church with
you (John 1:41-45; John 12:20-21)
12) Don’t concern yourself with stewardship,
just give whatever time or money you have
left over after you do what you like
(1 Corinthians 16:2)

!

17) Never speak to anyone about the Faith.
The Rector should do all that kind of work
(Daniel 12:3, James 5:20)
18) Don’t be particular about how God’s
house looks inside or out, but keep your
own house looking nice. Don’t make any
gifts of vestments, plate, or practical items
to the church. Let someone else do that. (1
Kings 6:21-22, Haggai 1:2-4)
19) Attend parish events, classes, socials,
Lenten programs, and special Masses only
if you have time and feel like it. After all,
someone else will go.
20) The best substitute for actually helping
with something like catering, flowers, altar
guild, serving at the altar, singing in the
choir, being on the Vestry, etc. is
complaining about those who actually do
it.
Ed. note: Combined $om two pieces $om two Episcopal
Church parish magazines, one written in the 1920’s the
other in the 1940’s. It is quite surprising how similar the
two articles are. While I wouldn’t su0est that we have
any particular problems on this list here, most of us have
been guilty of a few of them $om time to time. The list
might be helpful in catching ourselves and keeping $om
slipping here and there! ✠
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The Centurion Recommends: The Decalogue by Krzysztof Kieslowski
Double Life of Veronique, and the
“Three Colors” trilogy (Blue, White,
foreign films should check out the and Red). Kieslowski is sometimes
10-part series Decalogue written
identified with the “cinema of
and directed by internationally
moral anxiety” school of film - a
renowned Polish director
Polish filmmaking movement from
Krzysztof Kieslowski. Originally
the 1970’s. As such his works
filmed for Polish television in 1989 always contain a subtle but strong
it consists of ten one-hour short
moral message rooted in the
films based on each of the Ten
catholic tradition, such as with his
Commandments. The films
film Blind Chance, which is a
explore possible meanings of the
cinematic portrayal of the notion
commandments in the context of that man indeed has a “nature.”
short stories set within a Polish
Kieslowski died tragically young at
housing complex during the
the age of 55, while working on a
communist era. The films contain series of films based on Heaven,
haunting music composed by
Hell, and Purgatory. The Decalogue
Kieslowski’s longtime collaborator, remains one the greatest cycles of
Zbigniew Preisner, who scored
films in recent history. For a good,
music for other important
intellectual, spiritual, and artistic
Kieslowski films such as The
experience rent Decalogue today. ✠

Those who enjoy good

St. Alban’s Anglican Church
1011 Old Joppa Road
Joppa, Maryland 21085

Upcoming Holy Day Services
Nov 1st - All Saints’ Day
Holy Communion @ 6:30 p.m.
Nov 2nd - All Souls’ Day
Holy Communion @ 6:30 p.m.
Nov 24th - Thanksgiving
Day
Holy Communion @ 9:00 a.m.
Nov 30th - St. Andrew
Holy Communion @ 12:00 p.m.
Dec 21st - St. Thomas
Holy Communion @ 12:00 p.m.
Dec 24th - Christmas Eve
Services to be announced...

