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My dear People:
There have been many interesting things in the 

news in recent days. One of the most fascinating has 
been the failed “doomsday” predictions of Harold 
Camping. While we may laugh at such men and 
their strange prognostications, we should bear in 
mind that heresy and false doctrine is a very serious, 
even dangerous matter, and that many people are 
hurt spiritually, emotionally, and physically by such 
false teaching from these heretical teachers.

Harold Camping is an unlicensed, 
uncredentialed radio “Bible teacher” who runs 
Family Radio (local station 107.9 fm). A civil 
engineer by training, he has never had any formal 
training in theology or Scripture. Moreover, he is 
accountable to no one: no church, no pastor, no 
board... no one. Each weeknight he holds court on 
his nationwide radio call-in program Open Forum, 
which he uses as a bully pulpit to proclaim his 
nefarious teachings - all of which supposedly come 
from the Bible. Among the many false doctrines he 
proclaims is that the age of the Church is over, and 
that Christians should leave their churches and join 
his ministry of handing out tracts proclaiming the 
end of the world. (That is a warning sign about him 
if there ever was one!)

Recently he made headlines for predicting that 
on May 21st Christ would “rapture” (i.e. transport to 
heaven) faithful Christians, leaving unbelievers 
behind to suffer eventual mass death and 
destruction at the end of the world, which would 
take place on October 15, 2011. As is often the case 
with cult leaders, many of his followers sold their 
worldly possessions and spent their life savings on 
promoting his false teachings so that people would 
repent and be saved (ostensibly by accepting Mr. 
Camping’s teachings and donating to his “ministry”). 
While most of the world - Christian or otherwise - 
were not surprised to wake up on May 22nd and go 
about their normal business, Camping was 
“flabbergasted” that his prediction did not come 
true! His followers’ reactions were mixed: some 
expressed dismay and confusion, while others 
steadfastly voiced support for Mr. Camping. 
(Incidentally, this was his second failed end-of-the-

world predication... the first was in 1994.) As one 
would expect, Camping quickly came up with a spin 
to explain away his error, declaring that the world 
was only “spiritually judged” on May 21st, and that 
the final end of the world is still on schedule for 
October 21st! That Mr. Camping is absolutely 
bonkers should be clear enough. One can only pray 
for the poor, hapless folk who seem to follow him 
like the Pied Piper of Hamelin, and hope that for 
their sakes Camping doesn’t start looking for land in 
South America and making “special” Kool-Aid. 

We can learn at least two lessons from all of this. 
First, the world will indeed end, and that everyone 
who has ever lived will have to stand before God and 
be judged is most certainly true. We are constantly 
reminded of that in the Scriptures, Creeds, and 
liturgy (e.g. in the Venite, “...For he cometh, for he 
cometh to judge the earth...”). So let us be careful not to 
scorn the idea of Christ’s second coming, because it 
is definitely going to happen at some point in 
history. But it is not our job to try to predict it! Only 
God knows when that day and hour will be 
(Matthew 24:36). We need to be concerned with 
spreading the Gospel... not paranoia and hysteria. 
Second, we should be very careful whenever we 
hear a radio or TV preacher - even if they claim to 
be teaching solely from the Bible. Because it is very 
easy to twist the meaning of the Scriptures and 
misinterpret them. Every heresy in history has 
supposedly been proved from the Bible! As for us, 
we should read the Bible in the light of the sacred 
tradition and liturgy of the Church so as to avoid 
these errors.

When Jesus Christ comes will He find us busy 
working for His Kingdom and trying to grow in 
holiness by living each day for His glory, and by 
drawing close to Him in prayer, devotion, and good 
works of charity? Or will He find us standing in 
Times Square with a placard slung about our necks 
that proclaims the idle fantasies of false prophets 
like Harold Camping? May we be faithful to God 
and do the FORMER, not the latter!

Affectionately, your Friend and Pastor,
J. Gordon Anderson

From the Rector
Doomsday Predictions #om the Lunatic Fringe and Some Lessons Learned
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BOOK REVIEW

"Outposts of the Faith: Anglo-
Catholicism in Some Rural 
Parishes" By Michael Yelton 
Available from Amazon.com for 
$11.00 plus S/H

Outposts of the Faith is a 
very enjoyable little book by 
Michael Yelton, who is perhaps 
the most prominent contemporary 
author on 20th century British 
anglo-catholic history. (The 
Centurion reviewed his book 
Anglican Papalism a few issues 
back.) 

This book contains 
vignettes of ten 
different rural anglo-
catholic parishes in 
England, and tells the 
stories of devout men 
and women who 
worked to spread the 
catholic and apostolic 
faith to the farthest 
reaches of England. In 
its pages we read of 
brave clergy who 
faithfully served poor 
country parishes (N.B. 
anglo-catholicism is 
generally known for its work in 
cities and slums), and patiently 
worked to introduce to them a 
fuller liturgical expression of the 
catholic faith. Some men had 
triumphant and successful 
ministries, while others had lots of 
struggles.... for example, one priest 
was shot and almost killed by a 
deranged parishioner!

The book details the often 
difficult time these clergy had 
introducing new “catholic” 
practices in rural churches, such as 
at the church at Kettlebaston, 

where once a stink-bomb was let 
off in the middle of a service in 
order to disrupt it, and then a year 
or so later was the scene of rude 
disruption by a very low church 
English priest who, in the middle 
of the service - during the Prayer 
of Consecration - shouted: 
“Idolatry! Protestants, leave this 
house of Baal!” before storming 
out and leading an open-air 
protest service in the church yard!

As it covers the parishes and 

people from the early-to-late 
twentieth century, it is a 
fascinating study of the dynamics 
and lifespan of a parish church in 
the modern age. Most of the 
parishes covered in the book 
reached a high point in the 1940’s 
and 50’s, only to begin a long 
decline in the 1960’s. While some 
are still active and even thriving 
parishes, others are only open on 
certain days in the year, and still 
others are closed altogether. It 
reminds the reader that 
sometimes parishes thrive, and 
other times they die, and that no 

one can tell in advance what the 
future of his parish church will be. 
The dynamics of culture, the 
politics of diocese, and many other 
factors all make for the survival or 
demise of church. 

I deliberately use the words 
“survival” and “demise,” rather 
than “success” and “failure,” 
because the former are clearly 
more fitting. Each of the parishes 
and priests in this book had a 
great deal of “success” in leading 

men and women to 
Jesus Christ and 
helping them grow in 
love and devotion to 
the Lord. They also 
were instrumental in 
performing many good 
works to better the 
lives of those in need. 
In short, all were 
“successful” parishes. 
Yet some survived, and 
some didn’t. This is 
helpful for churches 
today to keep in mind. 
A church and ministry 
is successful to the 
degree that it 

proclaims the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in word and deed, not 
whether it stays in existence for 
100+ years. Numbers and survival, 
while important, are ultimately of 
lesser importance in God’s eyes 
than integrity to the Gospel. By all 
means check out this interesting 
and inspirational book, especially 
if you are interested in the history 
of the English Church! ✠  
(Ed. Note: Pictured above is St. 
Swithun’s Parish in Compton-
Beauchamp, one of the churches 
featured in the book.)
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St. Boniface is one of the most important 
medieval saints. Known as the “Apostle to the 
Germans,” Boniface was actually an Englishman by 
birth. He was educated in monasteries and 
eventually became a monk and later a schoolmaster, 
writing the first Latin grammar produced in 
England, as well as poetry. Ordained a priest at age 
30, he made a name for himself through his deep 
knowledge of the Scriptures and his excellent 
preaching and teaching. He became well known in 
England and was chosen by the King of Wessex to 
be his emissary to the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

But instead of following a fruitful career in 
England, he chose to leave it and become a 
missionary. He went to Germany and began mission 
work among the pagans. He encountered harsh 
resistance, as pagans were then in the ascendency. 
Eventually receiving protection from Charles Martel  
he evangelized Hesse and other regions. One 
famous incident during this time was his felling of a 
sacred oak at Geismar, whose pagan gods failed to 
protect their followers or avenge this outrage. This 
led to widespread conversions. 

Boniface continued to evangelize Germany, 
working especially through monasteries that were 
staffed by English monks and nuns, and developed 
as centers of both Christianity and civilization. He 
was eventually made archbishop by the pope so he 
could consecrate bishops for the newly evangelized 
Germany, and he proceeded to found bishoprics all 
throughout Germany.

All throughout his apostolate Boniface was 
hampered not only by pagans, but by half-converted 
Christians with notorious or heretical leaders. His 
importance lies not only in his pioneering 
missionary activity but also, more significantly, in 
his organization of the Church. This is a valuable 
lesson for we Anglicans today, as the disorganization 
of a diocese and province can be a great hinderance 
to mission.

Many scholars believe that he had the deepest 
influence on Europe of any Englishman. This should 
be understood not only in his conversion of pagans, 
but also in the alliances that he made between popes 
and emperors, fundamental to Europe’s future, and 
in the educational and literary influence of his 
monasteries.

Later in life he was involved in reforming the 
Church in France, where no council had been had 
for years, and where many bishoprics were vacant, 
sold, or given to unsuitable laymen without training. 
He was martyred as an old man by a band of pagans 
in Germany. (pictured below) 

Despite the fact that he was English, there was 
never much interest in him in England after his 
death. But in Holland and Germany his cult was and 
is very large. Today he is considered to be the patron 
saint of Germany. He is depicted in art with either a 
damaged Gospel book (held out in self-defense as he 
was killed), or dressed as a bishop with mitre and 
staff. He feast day is June 5th. ✠

FOR ALL THE SAINTS: St. Boniface (c. 675 - 754) - Adapted #om the “Oxford Dictionary of Saints”
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Pony Show & Parish Yard Sale 
- July 9th
These annual events are our 
biggest fundraisers (especia(y the 
Pony Show). The proceeds from 
the Pony Show usually make up 
for any budge shortfalls we have 
by the end of the year. We need 
people to start thinking now about 
getting potential sponsors for the 
Pony Show event.  Note: these 
events are also lots of fun for the 
parish family! Please come out for 
them! We are also going to need 
help with these on several fronts: 
we need someone to manage the 
yard sale, a cook to cook food to 
sell at the Pony Show, two people 
to pin ribbons on winners (a great 
job for children), and secretarial 
help. We will also need plenty of 
help in simply moving things 

around (logistics), and prep and 
take down. Frannie Flatau is in 
charge of the Pony Show, so 
anyone who wishes to help out 
should see her. 
Diocesan & Provincial Synod -  
July 13th - 15th
Our diocese and province will 
meet in Atlanta, Georgia for our 
regular synod meetings. The 
diocese meets yearly, while the 
province meets every few years. 
This year’s meeting is being 
hosted by St. Barnabas Church in 
Dunwoody, GA. Fr. Anderson and 
Frannie Flatau will be representing 
St. Alban’s. By the way, the rector 
of St. Barnabas is the Rt. Rev’d 
Chandler H. Jones, SSC, who is 
former rector of St. Alban’s. His 
parish newsletter is always posted 
up on the bulletin board for 

everyone to read. There are always 
excellent theological articles in it 
by Bishop Jones, his curate, Fr. 
Rivard, and others.
Vacation Bible School - Week 
of July 25th
As previously mentioned St. 
Alban’s will be having a Vacation 
Bible School program this 
summer. It is for elementary 
school age children. Plans are 
underway to make this an exciting 
time and it is taking shape nicely. 
We need volunteers to help out in 
all areas: teachers, assistants, 
helpers, and more. We also need 
students, so please invite anyone 
with children that you can. This is 
a great way to introduce young 
people and their parents to Jesus 
Christ. VBS is being headed up by 
Karen Novakoski. ✠

PARISH NEWS & UPCOMING EVENTS

From time to time people wish to make 
donations to the church in the name of loved ones 
or for other reasons. Often this is done through 
estate planning. The Prayer Book encourages clergy 
to remind the people of this from time to time. (See 
BCP, p. 320) But one of the other ways memorial 
and other donations can be made is by giving 
needed liturgical items to beautify and enhance our 
worship. Worship is the primary activity of the 
Church, so the importance of collecting items to 
beautify and adorn it should not be downplayed. To 
assist with this a list is maintained of needed and 
desirable appointments. Some of the items on the 
list are the following: 

Rose Vestments: The church could use a set of 
rose colored vestments for use on the third Sunday 
in Advent and the Fourth Sunday in Lent (both 
known as “Rose” Sunday). The use of rose on these 
days represents a lightening of the Advent/Lenten 

spirit. A set consists of a chasuble, stole, maniple, 
burse, veil, super frontal, and pulpit fall. 

Holy Water Basin: Used to bless objects such 
as palms, ashes, people, ground, etc. 

Altar Crucifix: It is more fitting to have a 
crucifix above the altar than a plain cross, as the 
Holy Eucharist represents the sacrifice of Jesus on 
the cross. 

Bell: A fixed set of bells attached to the wall at 
the back of the church to signal when to stand at 
the beginning of “said” services. 

Solemn Vestment Sets: These are for use at 
“high” Mass services, and other special services, and 
consist of a chasuble, dalmatic, tunicle, cope, and 
humeral veil. One set in each of the liturgical colors 
would be ideal. 

As always, donations to the church in the form 
of gifts and appointments are completely tax 
deductible. Please see the rector for more details on 
any of these or for information on other items. ✠

CHURCH APPOINTMENTS: Please remember St. Alban’s in your giving and estate planning.
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On Friday, April 29th millions of people around 
the globe tuned in to watch the royal wedding of 
Prince William and Kate Middleton at Westminster 
Abbey. As everyone expected, it was a beautiful and 
glorious service. The solemnity and holiness of the 
liturgy and music perfectly reflected that of the 
sacrament of Holy Matrimony. This is an important 
thing to be reminded of in today’s day and age, when 
marriage and family is ridiculed or even attacked by 
many people, even some Christians. What did we 
learn about the Christian understanding of marriage 
from the royal wedding that is especially relevant to 
us today? Two things immediately come to mind.

First, we learned that Jesus 
“adorned and beautified” 
marriage by His presence at the 
wedding in Cana of Galilee. 
(BCP, p. 300) This means 
matrimony is a sacrament. In 
the Anglican tradition marriage 
is one of the ecclesial sacraments. 
That is to say, it was not 
instituted directly by Jesus 
Christ, but rather by His Holy 
Catholic Church, based on His 
teachings and examples. As it 
was not instituted directly by 
Christ, it is not necessary for 
salvation, and it has no accompanying sign that goes 
along with it, such as the “water” of baptism, or the 
“bread and wine” of the Holy Eucharist. But this 
hardly diminishes its sacramentality or importance! 
For marriage was instituted by God in the order of 
creation. And because of this (because it is natural) 
marriage is holy and sacred. Jesus later raised it to an 
even higher level: a means of grace that signifies the 
union between Him and the Church!

Second, we learned that marriage was instituted 
by God for three purposes: for the procreation of 
children; as a remedy against sin; and for mutual 
companionship and support. This list comes from 
the old English Prayer Book of 1662 and was 
retained in the service used by Will and Kate, which 
was from the English Proposed Prayer Book of 1928. 
Unfortunately for us on this side of the pond, the 

American Episcopal Church did not include them in 
her Prayer Books. But they are clearly part of 
Christian and Anglican teachings, as they are taken 
directly from Scripture.

In most cases today, however, the divine nature 
of marriage and its sacred purposes have been 
forgotten. For example, marriage is not seen as a 
holy union between a man and woman, but simply 
as a civil rite of passage, that folk are free to define 
as they wish. Having no sacred dimension, it can be 
entered into, or ended, at the slightest whim!

And in terms of the purposes of marriage 
described above, most people today seem to care 
only about the “mutual companionship and support” 

part (if they care about that at 
all)! The other purposes no 
longer matter to many. Beginning 
in the 1960’s the stigma against 
premarital sex and it being a sin 
began to vanish so that today it 
is accepted as perfectly normal 
for people to have sex outside of 
marriage. As for the other 
purpose - procreation of children 
- that too has been lost with the 
onslaught of “the pill” and the 
idea that birth control is okay. 
The Lambeth Conference of 

1930 unfortunately approved the use of birth 
control in limited circumstances, thus opening a 
Pandora’s Box that has yet to be closed. When the 
Church began to allow the sexual relations between 
a man and his wife to be simply recreational by 
separating it from procreation it was only natural 
that other forms of recreational sex would 
eventually come to be practiced and accepted by 
church and society. Today we see this in prevalence 
of adultery, divorce, and homosexuality, as well as in 
the very recent resurgence in interest in polygamy!

When man breaks the laws of nature, and when 
he attempts to recreate human nature, natural law, 
and the Christian religion, all hell breaks loose. And 
so today we are witnessing the complete breakdown 
of our society due to man giving in to the insatiable 
lusts of the flesh, and wanting to (continued on page 7)      

LITURGY AND WORSHIP: The Royal Wedding, The Sacrament of Holy Matrimony, and Some Current Events
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(continued #om page 6) fulfill his own desires - 
sexual or otherwise - no matter what the cost. As 
man and the family is destroyed, so is the 
environment and the world. Carl Djerassi, the 
Austrian chemist who helped invent the pill, 
recently lamented that his invention has not only 
lead to demographic disaster, but has also brought 
about devastating ecological effects by releasing 
chemicals and hormones into the environment that 
have impaired male fertility! Indeed, when man 
plays God, evil and destruction are the result.

Yet the truth of God and of His Holy Catholic 
Church never changes! Despite the tempting lies of 
the world, in the rite of Holy Matrimony the 
Church reminds us that marriage is a good thing 
(“an honorable estate”), instituted by God, and 
signifying the mystical union that is between Christ 

and His Church. This union has a definite purpose, 
which is ultimately the salvation of our souls. Thank 
God that the truth and goodness of Christian 
marriage was placed before the whole world to see 
and celebrate in the wedding service of Will and 
Kate. Even if the royal couple and others do not 
always live up to that truth, that does not mean that 
it is wrong, but only that man is weak. And so we 
are to be reminded all the more of how much we 
need God’s grace to live our lives, live the Christian 
life, and live the married life, and of the dangers that 
lurk if we reject God’s plan and purpose for 
marriage. May God bless and protect marriage and 
family and our world, because that is the 
foundational unit of society, and this wonderful 
world that God created. ✠

THE CHURCH AND THE ARTS: Fra Filippo Lippi - Carmelite Friar and Artist (1406 - 1409 A.D.)

Fra Filippo Lippi (1406-1469) 
was an early Italian Renaissance 
artist who spent most of his 
professional life working in the 
city and churches of Florence. 
As with the other famous 
Renaissance artists, Fra 
Angelico, Filippo Lippi was in a 
religious order, which is what 
the “Fra” before his name 

indicates. But whereas Angelico 
was a member of the Franciscan order, Lippi was a 
member of the Carmelite order, which he joined 
when he was 14. 

Lippi was apparently not the best student, and 
was more interested in doodling in his theology 
books than actually studying the texts. So his prior 
decided that he should have the opportunity to 
learn to paint. Unlike other artists of the 
Renaissance, he learned all of his painting skills in 
the monastery as a monk, and had no training at all 
beforehand.

At some point he left his religious order, though 
history does not record whether or not he was 
released from his vows, or if he left of his volition. 
He began living an adventuresome “artist” lifestyle, 
securing chaplaincy work around Florence to pay 

the bills, but always living hand-to-mouth, as he 
spent his money on numerous lovers, and also on 
taking care of six nieces! Because of his poverty and 
financial mismanagement he described himself as 
“the poorest friar in Florence.” As if that was not 
enough excitement for a friar, at one point in his life 
he was kidnapped by pirates and sold into slavery 
but eventually released, eventually bribing his 
freedom through drawing portraits of his captors!

While living in Prato (near Florence) he received 
a commission to work on frescos in the cathedral 
and also in a nearby convent. While working on 
these masterpieces he met a beautiful young nun, 
whom he persuaded to sit for a portrait of the 
Madonna. He began having sexual relations with 
her, and later kidnapped her so her superiors could 
not stop their affair. They married and later had a 
son, who also became a famed artist. Laters he 
settled in Spoleto where he painted the apse of the 
cathedral. He died there under mysterious 
circumstances, some saying he was poisoned by 
either his wife’s family or by his wife.

Despite his unconventional life, Lippi received 
many important commissions, and his work is today 
found in the top European and American museums. 
Shown above is “Madonna and Child” found in the 
National Gallery in Washington, DC. Go online to 
see more examples of his work! ✠
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The Centurion Recommends: HealeyWi(an: Tenebrae Responsaries and Missa Breves

Healey Willan (1880-1968) 
was one of the 20th centuries best 
known Anglican church musicians. 
For most of his life he was 
choirmaster and organist at the 
Church of St. Mary Magdalene in 
Toronto, Canada. He composed 
volumes of great church music and 
anthems, as well as secular music, 
such as operas. We sing one of his 
communion services at various 
times throughout the year - the 
“Second Communion Service” (the 
one we are currently singing).

The Centurion recommends a 
great CD of his called “Tenebrae 
Responsaries and Missa Breves” (a 
two-volume set available on 
Amazon for $20.99 plus S/H). 

These are his compositions for the 
office of Tenebrae (an evening 
service the day before Maundy 
Thursday performed in many 
Anglican and Roman churches) as 
well as a number of his “Missa 
Breves.” A Missa Brevis is a “short 
Mass” - music for a service of Holy 
Communion. In addition to his 
own compositions the CD 
contains a number of classic 
chants that we sing in church at 
various times in the year, such as 
“The Royal Banners Forward 
Go”and “Pange Lingua”.

The music is expertly 
performed by the choir of his old 
church, making the CD even more 
special. This would be an excellent 
addition to your music library. ✠

Upcoming Weekday Holy Days

June 11th - St. Barnabas 
the Apostle

Holy Communion @ 9 a.m.

June 13th - Monday in 
Whitsun Week

Holy Communion @ 12 p.m.

June 14th - Tuesday in 
Whitsun Week

Holy Communion @ 6:30 p.m.

June 24th - The Nativity of 
St. John Baptist

Holy Communion @ 9 a.m.

June 29th - St. Peter the 
Apostle

Holy Communion @ 12 p.m.
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