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My dear People:

This month we bid a fond farewell to our dear friend and assisting priest,
the Rev'd Fr. Don Edelmann. At the end of the month he will be moving up to
Flemington, NJ to live with his son. Fr. Don came to Maryland and Saint Alban’s
from North Carolina almost ten years ago. During his time here he has assisted
me in a variety of ways. He has celebrated the Eucharist for us on a few
occasions, assisted as the deacon at High Mass, preached, lead the rector’s
forum, helped out at parish work days, come to fellowship events like Grace,
Grit, and Thanksgiving, blessed houses, and assisted at baptisms, sick visits, and
more. We have all been edified and encouraged by his joyful spirit and servant’s
heart. I will greatly miss his warm smile and sense of humor. I have to say that
in the entire time he has been here I have never once heard him complain about
anything. That is not an exaggeration. In a day and age when it is easy to whine,
and to play the victim, Fr. Don has never once complained to me about church,
his health, his family; his living arrangements, or anything. He is a living
embodiment of contentment and thanksgiving. How does one reach this level of
serenity and peace? Only by knowing and loving the Lord with all of his heart,
mind, soul, and strength, and by loving his neighbor as himself. That is the
famous “Summary of the Law” (Matthew 22:37-39) that we hear read at every
service of Holy Communion. That also happens to be Fr. Don’s favorite verse of
scripture, as he recently revealed when I interviewed him for our YouTube
channel. (Here is a link to the interview: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=4GN_b-UHPGs .) When we truly desire, and seek to know God, and when
we give our lives to him through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, we will still have
difficulties and trials with which to contend. But by God’s grace, and the power
of his Holy Spirit we will be able to transcend them, and be made better people
who are more fit for heaven and eternal life with God the Holy Trinity. Fr. Don
is one of the happiest people I have ever met in my life. According to Saint
Thomas Aquinas, happiness is the end of man. It is our goal. But he is careful to
point out that true happiness can only be found in union and relationship with
God through Jesus Christ. So why is Fr. Don so happy? Because of his love for
God. And when one truly strives to love God, he naturally strives to love his
neighbor (whom God loves) also. And this is what leads to a life of happiness,
and peace, and is ultimately the path to eternal life. All of our lives have been
touched by Fr. Don, and we are very grateful for his ministry to us. Please keep
him and his family in prayer as he prepares for the move. I will keep the church
posted about his going away party which will be scheduled sometime towards
the end of month. Thank you all for welcoming him, and may the Lord bless you
for your faithfulness. Have a wonderful Advent and Christmas!

Faithfully, your priest, 7 Gordon Anderson
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UPCOMING HOLY DAYS:

Dec. 8th - Conception of the
BVM

Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.

Dec. 14th, 16th - Ember
Days

Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
Dec. 21st - St. Thomas
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
Dec. 24th - Christmas Eve
Holy Communion at 5:00 p.m.
Dec. 25th - Christmas Day
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
Dec. 26th - St. Stephen
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
Dec. 27th - St. John

Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
Dec. 28th - Holy Innocents
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
Jan. 6th - Epiphany

Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.
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ADVENT SERMON: by the Venerable Michael Weaver, Archdeacon of the Diocese of Mid-Atlantic, ACC

Ed. note: This sermon was delivered last year to the clergy and
laity of the Diocese of the Mid-Atlantic States, Anglican
Catholic Church (our sister diocese) at their annual Advent
retreat in Richmond, VA, where Fr. Anderson was the retreat
leader. It is reprinted bere by permission.

and more as we grow older. We mark time by

celebrating special days —birthdays and
anniversaries especially. Some of these days and
celebrations may seem more special than others. But in
reality, a day is a day. The sun rises and the sun sets as
usual.

l n our lives we find ourselves marking time more

As Anglicans that utilize the 1928 Book of
Common Prayer and its traditional one-year lectionary
we mark time as well in our worship. We revisit the
tried-and-true lections year by year. In our worship we
celebrate special days and seasons as well. Today, we
find ourselves quickly approaching Christmas —
probably too quickly actually— soon to be followed by
Epiphany, Pre-Lent, Lent, Holy Week, Easter,
Ascension, Pentecost, and Trinitytide. However, as we
mark our lives as Anglican Christians, we find that as
we progress through the Church year and Calendar that
we are doing something more. We are hearing, learning,
and experiencing the life and teachings of Jesus Christ
— and that is the most important thing we can do.

As we page through our Prayer Book each year we
must always start somewhere. And that somewhere is
Advent Sunday, or “The First Sunday in Advent.” In
Advent, and in Lent, the clergy tend to get very
interesting questions. In Advent the questions are
usually along the lines of, “Is it okay to listen to
Christmas music during Advent? Should I got to
Christmas parties in Advent? Should I put up a
Christmas tree during Advent?” The question we do not
get very often is the one that we should probably be
asking first: “What is Advent all about?” We have
probably heard many times that the violet seasons of
the Church year are penitential and preparatory in
character. So if what we do as we march through the
Church year is important in our lives, then those violet
seasons of the year are therefore extremely important
to us.

I am sure that we all know what we are
penitentially preparing for in Advent: the coming of
Jesus... specifically to prepare ourselves to be ready for
the celebration of his first coming as a babe in the
manger. Then we can ask ourselves those questions

about Christmas music, parties, and decorations. If
those things prepare you for the celebration of the
events of that first Christmas then great! But if you are
like many other people —those that are so taken with
the music, parties, decorations, and food that when it is
time for that actual Christmas celebration it has snuck
up on them and they are unprepared— then perhaps we
ought to think more carefully about doing those things
during Advent.

Advent, then, can be a time to take stock of things
and see where you can perhaps cutback or change some
things in your life in order to help you better remember
that the first reason or meaning of Advent is to
celebrate the birth of the Christ-child, and the fact that
the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.

The second thing that we should be preparing for
in Advent is for Christ’s second coming. This one is a
little harder, because we have no idea when that is
going to happen. We know when we celebrate
Christmas (December 25th), but Jesus himself said of
his second coming, “Ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of Man cometh.” Matthew 25:13) So
preparing for Christ’s second coming is much more
difficult for our feeble human minds to comprehend for
the simple fact that it is hard to prepare for an event
when you do not know when it will happen!

But that is not really the case. Because if there is
one thing that we do know as Christians it is that
Christ will return in our lifetime. Now don’t get me
wrong... I do recognize that the current mortality rate
is hovering right around 100%. But that is just of our
frail mortal bodies. Our God-given-and-created souls
on the other hand have a lifetime warranty. So whether
Christ comes during our lifetime in this world or the
next we will be privy to it.

Maybe that puts a different spin on the second
reason for our Advent preparation. But it does not
answer the question: How do we prepare for Christs second
coming during Advent? One way might be this. If we use
December 25th as our marker for preparing for Christ’s
first coming why not use that same date to prepare for
his second coming, and approach Advent from the
perspective that this December 25th will be our last
Think of all the things that we do to get ready for
Christmas: we go shopping, plan family gatherings,
decorate, etc. There is so much that goes into
celebrating that day that you can only be ready if you
get ready.

(The article continues on the last page.)
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CHRISTMAS: Fun Facts About Everyone’s Favorite Holiday

r I \ his year Christmas Eve falls on a Saturday and
Christmas Day on a Sunday. Our service times
will be the same as they are every year: § p.m.
Christmas Eve, and 10 a.m. Christmas Day. N.B. There
will be no 8 a.m. service on Christmas Day. In celebration of
the Birthday of Our Lord the editorial board of The
Centurion though it would be a good idea to lay out
some interesting facts about Christmas. Here we go!

Santa Claus is real.

Yup. You read it here first. The age old question has
finally been answered. Santa is real! Santa Claus is a
German/Dutch contraction for ‘Saint Nicholas’. He is a
famous saint of the ancient Church who, among other
things, was known for his generosity to those in need.
He was born a wealthy man but gave away most of his
money to the poor, and used the rest of it throughout
his life to help people in various financial straits. And it
is correct to say he 7s real —not was real— because he is
alive in heaven with all of God’s angels and saints. So,
Santa is definitely real. (Unfortunately the same cannot
be said of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Frosty the
Snowman, and those Coca-Cola Polar Bears.)

Christmas means ‘Christ Mass’.

The Nativity of our Lord was popularly called
“Cristmasse” because it was on that day that the Mass
of the Holy Nativity (birthday of Jesus) was celebrated.
It was “Christ’s Mass.” Other holy days ended with the
word “Mass” as well: Michaelmass (St. Michael’s Day),
Candlemass (The Purification), etc. We hear a lot today
about how important it is to “keep Christ in
Christmas.” Well, one of the ways we do that is by
“keeping the Mass in Christmas.” In other words, get to
church and worship God on Christmas Eve or Day!

‘We do not know the actual date of Christ’s birth.

December 25th was chosen as the day to celebrate the
birthday of Jesus for either of two reasons. 1. It was
nine months after the Annunciation (March 25th)
which is the feast of the conception of Our Lord. How
chronologers arrived at that day for his conception is
its own rather complex story. 2. It was chosen to
counteract a popular pagan feast that occurred in Rome
on the same day: “The Birthday of the Sun-God.”’ The
bottom line is that we do not know exactly when
Christ was born. But we do know that he was born, and
that is what matters most.

The English Puritans hated Christmas and
would not observe it.

The Puritans were an austere movement within
Reformation and post-Reformation English
Christianity who desired to purge the Church of any
and all things that in their mind smacked of Roman
Catholicism. They were mightily dissatisfied with the
English Reformation because they believed it did not
go far enough in establishing what they thought was a
purely biblical reformed Church. One of the things
they despised was the Church Calendar —the
observance of an ecclesiastical year. Since there was no
mandate in the Bible to observe Jesus’ birthday they
thought there was no need for Christmas, and that
therefore it should be jettisoned from Christian life.
The same was true for other Holy Days, such as Easter
and Pentecost. For them the only Holy Day was
Sunday: There are still some Christian churches, and
pseudo Christian groups like the Jehovah’s Witnesses,
that do not celebrate Christmas because of this Puritan
reasoning! Bah humbug.

Christmas is one of the feasts in the Book of
Common Prayer that gets an octave.

The rubric on page 96 says of the Christmas Collect,
“This Collect is to be said daily throughout the Octave.” The
word ‘octave’ means ‘eight.” So Christmas proper is
celebrated for eight days, ending on January 1st, the
Circumcision of Christ. On those days the Christmas
Collect is read every single day, no matter what feast
day it is. Therefore on St. Stephen’s Day (Dec. 26th) the
Collect for St. Stephen and the Collect for Christmas
are read. There is also a Christmas Preface that is read
during the octave. (BCP p. 77) Only the most
important feasts get an octave in the life and liturgy of
the Church. They are periods of celebration. As such,
there is no fasting or abstinence from meat during the
octave of Christmas.

Christmastide is twelve days long.

The ecclesiastical season of Christmas goes for twelve
days (like the classic song). It ends on the Epiphany,
which is always January 6th. It is appropriate therefore
to keep your holiday decorations up after New Year’s
Day, as the Christmas season is still going on.
Decorations may actually be kept up as late as February
2nd (Purification) as that feast marks the end of the
Christmas Cycle! &
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(Continued from page 2)

‘Well, the same thing holds true for that moment

when we will meet Jesus. The only way to be ready for our

moment in the beatific vision is if we get ready for that
moment. And the Church, in her wisdom, has given us
this season of Advent to do just that.

So the question to ask ourselves is how would we

approach Advent if we knew that December 25th would be

our last Christmas... that it is the day that we will come
face to face with Jesus? Now those silly questions about
music, parties, and decorations disappear, because the
reason for Advent it exponentially more important than
maybe we first thought.

Although we are a week into Advent now; I invite you

all to take this perspective with you for the rest of the

PARISH NEWS & UPDATES:

Liturgical Note:

In the Nicene Creed, which we recite at every Sunday
service of Holy Communion we say, “I believe one, holy,
catholic, and apostolic Church.” Note that the
preposition ‘in’ is not in that clause. This is very
important because it means that we believe what the
Church teaches. It is like saying, “I believe John” i.e. “I
believe what John is saying.” To say, “I believe /# John”
is like saying, “I believe John is there... that he is an
entity extended in space.” As Christians we surely
believe in the Church —that she exists (because we are
the Church). But we also believe the Holy Catholic
Church. We believe what she teaches: the Catholic and
Apostolic faith, and we try to conform our lives to it.

New Sign

All Signs of Bel Air finally made and installed our new
sign at the corner of Old Joppa and Mountain Roads. It
looks great! As with the old sign we share it with our
sister churches here in the “Historic Valley of the
Churches.” We thank the good people of Union Chapel
UMC and Wilna SDA churches for helping us with this
much-needed improvement. Be sure to check it out
next time you drive to church.

Special Thanks

The parish thanks Gary Moses for installing our smoke
detectors, decorative door wreaths, and outdoor lights
to illuminate the facade of the church. We also thank

season —to approach it as though this coming December
25th will be your last. What do you need to do to prepare
for that, and to be ready to meet your maker? What
change or changes will you make? Perhaps you need to
pray more. Perhaps you can reach out to someone you
have wronged, or to someone you have not forgiven.
There are many things we can do, and they are all very
personal for each of us.

As we mark our time and grow older, and revisit our
familiar Church cycle, my hope is that none of us take any
of it for granted, because we have been there and done
that many times before. My prayer for you all this Advent
season is to use this season anew to prepare... not only to
get ready for the celebration of Christmas, but also to
prepare for that day when we die, and when we will meet
our Lord. ¥

our junior warden, Tony Heeter, for cleaning the rest of
the glue bits off of our nice new parish hall floor.

Intercessory Prayer Group

Once a week, after our weekday Mass, a group meets in
the parish hall for a brief time of intercessory prayer.
All are welcome to join us. We take prayer requests,
give updates, and have prayer on matters relating to the
mission and life of the church. It is a wonderful time
and we would love to have you join us if you come to
the service.

Annual Christmas Party and Carol Sing

Join us on Tuesday, December 20th at 6:30 p.m. for our
annual Christmas party and carol sing. We will sing
classic Christmas carols, hymns, and songs, and wenjoy
food and fellowship. Jeanne Klusewitz will be playing
organ and piano for us that evening. This is always a fun
time. Please be sure to join us and bring a friend to
introduce them to Saint Alban’s!

Thank You For Your Support

“The minister is ordered, from time to time, to advise
the People, whilst they are still in health, to make Wills
arranging for the disposal of their temporal goods, and,
when of ability, to leave Bequests for religious and
other charitable uses.” BCP, p. 320) &
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